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Section 1.—Physical Geography* 
Canada occupies the northern half of the North American Continent with the excep

tion of Alaska and Greenland, extending in longitude from Cape Spear, Newfoundland, at 
52° 37' W, to Mount St. Elias, Yukon Territory, at 141° W, a distance of 88° 23' or 3,223 
miles. In latitude it stretches from Middle Island in Lake Erie, at 41° 41' N, to the North 
Pole. The northernmost point of land is Cape Columbia on Ellesmere Island, at 83° 07' N, 
and the straight-line distance from Middle Island to Cape Columbia is 2,875 miles. 

In shape, Canada resembles a distorted parallelogram with its four corners making 
important salients. In the north the salient formed by the Arctic Archipelago, which 
penetrates deep into the Arctic basin, guards the northern approaches to the Continent 
from Europe and Asia and makes Canada neighbour to the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. In the south the salient of peninsular Ontario thrusts far into the heart of the 
United States. In the east the salient of Labrador and the Island of Newfoundland 
commands the shortest crossings of the North Atlantic Ocean and links Canada geographi
cally with Britain and France. In the west the broad arc of land between Vancouver in 
southern British Columbia and Whitehorse in Yukon Territory provides the shortest 
crossings of the North Pacific Ocean between continental North America and the Far East. 
Canada thus lies at the crossroads of contact with the principal powers and some of the 
most populous areas of the world. 

1.—Approximate Land and Freshwater Areas, by Province or Territory 

NOTE.—A classification of land areas as agricultural, forested, etc., is given in Chapter X on Land Use and 
Renewable Resource Development. 

Province or Territory Land Freshwater Total 
Percentage 

of 
Total Area 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

4.1 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

1.1 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

S.O 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

0.1 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

0.6 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

0.7 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

15.4 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

10.7 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

6.5 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

6.5 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

6.6 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

9.5 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

5.4 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

33.9 
Franklin 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

14.3 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

6.9 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 13.7 

sq. miles 

143,045 
41,164 

101,881 
2,184 

20,402 
27,835 

523,860 
344,092 
211,775 
220,182 
248,800 
359,279 
205,346 

1,253,438 
641,763 
818,460 
493,826 

sq . miles 

13,140 
2,196 

10,946 

1,023 
519 

71,000 
68,490 
39,225 
31,518 
6,485 
6,976 
1,730 

51,465 
7,600 
9,700 

34,266 

sq . miles 

156,185 
43,369 

112,826 
2,184 

21,425 
28,354 

594,860 
412,582 
251,000 
251,700 
255,285 
366,255 
207,076 

1,304,903 
649,263 
228,160 
627,490 

3,560,238 291,571 3,851,809 100.0 3,560,238 291,571 3,851,809 

In size, Canada is the largest country in the Western Hemisphere and the second 
largest country in the world. Its area of 3,851,809 sq. miles may be compared with that 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 8,649,539 sq. miles,t China (including Taiwan 
and Pescadores), 3,705,408 sq. miles.f the United States of America (including Alaska and 
Hawaii), 3,615,211 sq. miles.t and Brazil, 3,286,488 sq. miles.f I t is more than forty 
times the size of Britain and eighteen times that of France. The immense size of the 
country, while encompassing many resources and seeming to afford much scope for settle-

* Revised by the Geographical Branch, Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, Ottawa. 
t United Nations Statistical Yearbook, 1966. 


