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29.—Religious Denominations of tbe Indian Population, by Province, as at Dec. 31, 1961 
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No. 

4,802 
14,022 
8,402 
8,584 
3,080 
8,041 
1,544 

899 

No. 

6 
1 

855 
7,851 
7,198 
2,512 
2,611 
7,932 

No. 

5 
3,235 

65 
178 

121 

No. 

942 
1,249 

92 
6 
2 

1 

No. 

32 
389 
275 

41 
12 

385 

No. 

4 

740 

No. 

4 

212 
497 
125 
423 
543 
241 

No. 

220 
2,714 

86 
1,381 

69 

No. 

33 
23 

467 
1,947 

241 
275 
210 
290 

6 
270 

28,833 

No. 

376 
3,951 
3,693 

17,116 
16,864 
11,257 
15,541 
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No. 

4,802 
14,022 
8,402 
8,584 
3,080 
8,041 
1,544 

899 

No. 

6 
1 

855 
7,851 
7,198 
2,512 
2,611 
7,932 

No. 

5 
3,235 

65 
178 

121 

No. 

942 
1,249 

92 
6 
2 

1 

No. 

32 
389 
275 

41 
12 

385 

No. 

4 

740 

No. 

4 

212 
497 
125 
423 
543 
241 

No. 

220 
2,714 

86 
1,381 

69 

No. 

33 
23 

467 
1,947 

241 
275 
210 
290 

6 
270 

23,642 
B.C 

No. 

376 
3,951 
3,693 

17,116 
16,864 
11,257 
15,541 
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114,998 19,374 38,966 3,694 3,292 1,134 744 3,045 4,470 3,763 211,389 

Administration.—Pursuant to the British North America Act, the administration 
of Indian affairs, which had been under the management of several provinces, came under 
the jurisdiction of the Government of Canada. Since January 1950, Indian affairs have 
been the responsibility of a Branch of the Department of Citizenship and Immigration. 

The Indian Affairs Branch is composed of a headquarters staff at Ottawa, eight 
regional offices, two district offices in the Province of Ontario and 87 field agencies. 
Specialists in such matters as education, economic development, community development, 
resource management, social welfare, and engineering and construction are attached to 
headquarters and regional staffs. Liaison is maintained with the Indian and Northern 
Health Services of the Department of National Health and Welfare, the federal agency 
concerned with the medical care of Indians (see p. 293). 

I t is the primary function of the Indian Affairs Branch to administer the affairs of 
Indians in a manner that will enable them to participate fully in the social and economic 
life of the country. To this end, the Branch has brought into effect a wide range of pro
grams in the fields of education, economic development, social welfare and community 
development. Underlying administrative duties of the Branch include the management 
of Indian reserves and surrendered lands, the administration of band funds, estates man
agement, enfranchisement of Indians and the administration of treaty obligations. 

Welfare.—Welfare services and social benefits available to Indians at present include 
those administered and financed by the Indian Affairs Branch and Indian bands, those 
developed through co-operative cost-sharing arrangements with provincial, municipal and 
private organizations, and programs conducted by other federal and provincial government 
department. 

Indians are eligible for family allowances, youth allowances and old age security 
administered by the Federal Government, as well as for old age assistance and blind and 
disabled persons' allowances administered by provincial governments. In the Province of 
Ontario, Indian women may receive mothers' allowances and assistance to widows and 
unmarried women on the same basis as non-Indian women; indigent Indian mothers in 
Quebec are eligible for needy mothers' allowances and upon application abandoned children 
and adult Indians in Nova Scotia receive certain benefits in accordance with the Nova 
Scotia Social Assistance Act. 


