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NOTE.—The interpretation of the symbols used in the tables throughout the Year Book will be found facing 
. 1 of this volume. 

This Chapter presents only a limited summary of the voluminous data on population 
recorded by the Censuses of Canada. More detailed information and extended analyses 
are published in the Census volumes and reports which are obtainable from the Queen's 
Printer or the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. A list of such publications and their 
prices is available on request. 

Section 1.—History of the Census 

A brief account of the early censuses of Canada is given under this heading in the 
1956 Year Book at pp. 146-149. More detailed information on the history of census-taking 
in Canada may be found in Volume XI (Administrative Report) of the 1951 Census of 
Canada, in the Administrative Report of the 1941 Census of Canada, and in Volume I 
of the 1931 Census of Canada. 

Section 2.—The Censuses of 1951 and 1956 
The ninth Decennial Census of Canada taken in 1951 was one of the most significant 

in the country's history. Coming at the mid-point of the century, it provided a means of 
measuring Canada's development during the first half of the century. Following a decade 
of great international upheavals—World War II and the immediate postwar adjustment 
period—it reflected the widespread economic and social changes occurring during that 
period. Also, with the admission of Newfoundland into Confederation in 1949, it 
represented Canada's first census as a nation of ten provinces. 

• Revised in the Census (Demography) Division, Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
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