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Subsect ion 2.—Dissolutions of Marr iage (Divorces) 

For many years after Confederation, the number of divorces in Canada was 
very small. I t was less than 20 in every year before 1900. There were 23 divorces 
in 1903, 51 in 1909 and 60 in 1913. These numbers were less than 1 per 1,000 of 
the yearly number of marriages. 

One effect of the First World War was to increase the number of divorces. The 
generally unsettled conditions and the long separation between men on active 
service and their wives contributed to this increase. Changes in law and procedure 
which made it easier to obtain divorce was a further factor. A decision of the 
Privy Council in 1918 gave the Prairie Provinces jurisdiction over divorce. At 
present, Quebec is the only province in which applicants for divorce must secure 
a private Act of Parliament. 

There were 114 divorces in Canada in 1918 and 608 in 1926. There were 
700 in 1931, 1,570 in 1936 and 2,369 in 1940. In every year since the number 
of divorces has been greater than in the year before. The figures for the most 
part cover only final decrees of dissolution of marriage which alone constitute div
orces; annulments and legal separations are excluded. 

The statistics of dissolutions of marriage were revised in 1941 with the co
operation of the provincial authorities and the Clerk of the Divorce Committee of 
the Senate of Canada. 

39.—Dissolutions of Marriage (Divorces), by Provinces, 1941-15, with Five-Year 
Averages, 1936-45 
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1 Exclusive of the Territories. 2 Less than one-tenth of one per cent. 

Section 6.—Vital Statistics of Yukon and the Northwest 
Territories 

The vital statistics of Yukon and the Northwest Territories have been collected 
since 1924. They are not, however, presented with those of the nine provinces 
in the tables of this Chapter, because the figures are not considered complete. 
The details are in many cases not available, and the small and varying population 


