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Sex of Live Births.—Wherever birth statistics have been collected, they have 
shown an excess of male over female births. No conclusive explanation of this 
excess has yet been given. Nevertheless it is so much of an accepted statistical 
fact that a proper ratio of male to female births has become one of the criteria of 
complete registration. The number of males to every 1,000 females born in Canada 
in 1941-45 has varied between 1,057 and 1,067. 

Hospitalization and medical attendance at birth have increased in Canada. 
In 1926-30, only 22 p.c. of live births occurred in hospitals, while in 1940-42 the 
proportion was 49-5 p.c. and in 1945, 63 p.c. The provinces still differ greatly 
in this respect. In Quebec, less than one-third of births take place in hospitals, 
and in New Brunswick less than one-half. In Nova Scotia 72 p.c. of births were 
hospitalized in 1945, in Ontario 82 p .c , in the Prairies 87 p .c , and in British 
Columbia 93 p.c. 

International Comparisons.—A comparison of the birth rates in Canada 
and the provinces with those in other countries is shown in Table 10. For Germany, 
Italy and most countries that were occupied by the enemy, the figures are given for 
1939. Later figures, even when available, cannot be considered reliable. This 
also applies to later tables showing international comparisons, i.e., Tables 22, 
37 and 38. 

10.—Birth Rates per 1,000 Population of Various Countries of the World Compared 
with Canada and the Provinces for Recent Years 

(Sources: League of NationSjYear Book and other official sources. In certain cases final figures are not 
available and provisional data are shown.) 
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