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and provincial officials, held in 1893, passed a resolution calling upon
the provincial and Dominion authorities to co-operate in the work
of collecting, compiling and publishing the vital statistics of the
Dominion. This resolution had, however, no immediate practical
results i securing accurate or comparable vital statistics.

Each province (except New Brunswick, which had no vital
statistics) enacted its own legislation on vital statistics and adminis-
tered such legislation according to its own individual methods. While
the vital statistics of Ontario were published in considerable detail
annually since 1871, the arrangements for the collection of data were
unsatisfactory. Only in 1906 was the publication of vital statistics
begun in Prince Edward Island (no report for 1912 has ever been
issued), and in Nova Scotia the publication of vital statistics dates
only from 1909. Because of the lacune, and even more because of
the incomparability of facts collected, of methods of collection and of
standard of enforcement, Canadian vital statistics remained extremely
unsatisfactory and impossible to be compiled on a national basis,
as was pointed out by the 1912 commission on official statistics,
which recommended that “for the Dominion, now engaged in building
up its national unity, it is important that uniform data should render
possible to statisticians the institution of true interprovincial and
international comparisons. By effective co-operation of the provinces
with the Dominion this object should be capable of attainment
without sacrificing the liberty of each province to satisfy its own
special statistical requirements.”” The scheme of co-operation, thus
outlined, has now been brought into effect as a consequence of the
establishment of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, under the
Statistics Act of 1918, which specifically provided that the Bureau
should publish an annual report on vital statistics, and the Dominion-
Provincial conferences on vital statistics held in June and December,
1918.

At the conferences of 1918, it was agreed: (1) that the model
Vital Statistics Act prepared by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
when accepted by the legislatures, should form the basis of the
vital statistics legislation of the several provinces, thus securing
uniformity and comparability; (2) that the provinces should under-
take to obtain the returns of births, marriages and deaths on the
prescribed forms as approved and adopted at the December Confer-
ence, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics to supply the forms free of
charge; (3) that the provinces should forward to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics, at such times as might be agreed upon, either
the original return of births, marriages and deaths, or certified tran-
seriptions of the same; the Dominion Bureau of Statistics to under-
take the mechanical compilation and tabulation of the same.

Under the scheme outlined above, the vital statistics of all the
provinces, except Quebec, have been secured and compiled on a
uniform basis for the year 1920, and with the commencement of 1921,
it became possible to issue complete monthly statements for the
eight provinces. The first annual report to be issued will be a report
for the year 1921.



