
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 185 

of each year is not very accurately known. As these Territories contain less than 
one seven-hundredth of the population of Canada, the error due to the omission 
of their vital statistics from the total is very small. 

Section 7,—Communicable Diseases 

The national reporting of communicable diseases in Canada was undertaken 
in 1933 by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, at the request of the Department of 
Pensions and National Health and in co-operation with the Provincial Departments 
of Health. Since then, the Vital Statistics Division of the Bureau has been respons­
ible for the compilation and analysis of weekly communicable disease reports, except 
for a short period in 1939-40, when the work was transferred to the Department of 
Pensions and National Health. Under arrangements with the Department of 
National Health and Welfare, the Vital Statistics Division is now analysing the 
accumulated records of communicable diseases in its files, many of which date back 
to 1924. The reports of cases of venereal disease are included in the current analyses 
and a standard report form is used by all the provinces. 

Table 40 shows the number of cases of communicable diseases reported to the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics by the Provincial Departments of Health in 1945. 
The reporting of two diseases, dysentery and rubella, is not compulsory in all 
provinces. The totals for Canada should therefore be considered with caution. 

10.—Numbers of Cases of Certain Communicable Diseases Reported by Provincial 
Health Departments, 1945 

Disease P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. 

42 789 37 6,313 12,491 2,446 1,677 3,147 4,705 
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Chickenpox 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 

Amoebic 
Bacillary 

Encephalitis (infectious). 
Influenza (epidemic). . . . 
Measles 
Meningitis (meningo­

coccal) 
Mumps 
Poliomyelitis (epidemic) 
Rubella4  

Scarlet fever 
Smallpox 
Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 
Non-pulmonary 

Typhoid and paraty­
phoid 

Undulant fever 
Venereal diseases 

Syphilis 
Gonorrhoea 

Other venereal 
diseases 

Whooping cough 
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#j r ePor*able in the Province of New Brunswick. ' Including 34 cases where type was not 
stated. 3 Including 137 cases where type was not stated. 4 Reporting not compulsory in the 
Provinces of New Brunswick and Manitoba. s Type not segregated. «Including 23 cases 
where type was not stated. 


