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I n t e r n a t i o n a l Comparisons.—Table 36 shows the marriage rates in Canada 

and the provinces in comparison with those of other countries. Canadian marriage 

rates are relatively high. 

36.—Marriage Rates per 1,000 Population of Various Countries of the World Compared 
with Canada and the Provinces for Recent Years 

Sources: League of Nations Year Book and other official sources. In certain cases final figures are 
not available and provisional data are shown. 
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Germany (territory of 1937) 
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Union of South Africa (Whites).. 
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1 Does not include marriages of Canadians overseas. 

Age a n d Mar i t a l S t a t u s of Brides a n d Bridegrooms.—The distribution of 

brides and bridegrooms by age and marital status is shown in Table 37. Nearly 90 p.c. 

of marriages are between persons who have not previously been married. The 

average age at marriage of bachelors is about 27 years and that of spinsters between 

24 and 25 years. The average age of widowers and widows at the time of re-marriage 

is more than 20 years greater than that of bachelors and spinsters, being 50 • 3 years 

in 1940-42 and 51 7 in 1945 for widowers and 46-4 and 45-4, respectively, for 

widows. The age distribution of widowers and widows at the time of re-marnage 

is, of course, very different from that of bachelors and spinsters. 

Widowers and widows were 6 p.c. and 5 p . c , respectively, of all bridegrooms 

and brides in 1945. This compares with 3-8 and 2-7 p . c , respectively, in 1940-42. 

Divorced persons are 2-5 p.c. of the total. 


