
CONSTITUTION E-5 

26. The guarantee in this Charter of certain rights 
and freedoms shall not be construed as denying 
the existence of any other rights or freedoms that 
exist in Canada. 

27. This Charter shall be interpreted in a manner 
consistent with the preservation and enhancement 
of the multicultural heritage of Canadians. 

28. Notwithstanding anything in this Charter, 
the rights and freedoms referred to in it are 
guaranteed equally to male and female persons. 

29. Nothing in this Charter abrogates or 
derogates from any rights or privileges guaranteed 
by or under the Constitution of Canada in respect 
of denominational, separate or dissentient schools. 

30. A reference in this Charter to a Province or 
to the legislative assembly or legislature of a prov­
ince shall be deemed to include a reference to the 
Yukon Territory and the Northwest Territories, 
or to the appropriate legislative authority thereof, 
as the case may be. 

31. Nothing in this Charter extends the legislative 
powers of any body or authority. 

Application of Charter 
32. (1) This Charter applies 
(a) to the Parliament and government of Canada 
in respect of all matters within the authority of 
Parliament including all matters relating to the 
Yukon Territory and Northwest Territories; and 
(b) to the legislature and government of each 
province in respect of all matters within the 
authority of the legislature of each province. 
(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), section 15 
shall not have effect until three years after this sec­
tion comes into force. 

33. (1) Parliament or the legislature of a prov­
ince may expressly declare in an Act of Parliament 
or of the legislature, as the case may be, that the 
Act or a provision thereof shall operate not­
withstanding a provision included in section 2 or 
sections 7 to 15 of this Charter. 

(2) An Act or a provision of an Act in respect 
of which a declaration made under this section is 
in effect shall have such operation as it would have 
but for the provision of this Charter referred to 
in the declaration. 
(3) A declaration made under subsection (1) shall 
cease to have effect five years after it comes into 
force or on such earlier date as may be specified 
in the declaration. 

(4) Parliament or the legislature of a province 
may re-enact a declaration made under subsec­
tion (1). 
(5) Subsection (3) applies in respect of a re-
enactment made under subsection (4). 

Citation 
34. This Part may be cited as the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

Part II 
Rights of the Aboriginal 
Peoples of Canada 

35. (1) The existing aboriginal and treaty rights 
of the aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby 
recognized and affirmed. 
(2) In this Act, "aboriginal peoples of Canada" 
includes the Indian, Inuit and Metis peoples of 
Canada. 

Part III 
Equalization and 
Regional Disparities 

36. (1) Without altering the legislative authority 
of Parliament or of the provincial legislatures, or 
the rights of any of them with respect to the exercise 
of their legislative authority, Parliament and the 
legislatures, together with the government of 
Canada and the provincial governments, are com­
mitted to 
(a) promoting equal opportunities for the well-
being of Canadians; 
(b) furthering economic development to reduce 
disparity in opportunities; and 
(c) providing essential public services of 
reasonable quality to all Canadians. 
(2) Parliament and the government of Canada 
are committed to the principle of making equaliza­
tion payments to ensure that provincial govern­
ments have sufficient revenues to provide 
reasonably comparable levels of public services 
at reasonably comparable levels of taxation. 

Part IV 
Constitutional Conference 

37. (1) A constitutional conference composed 
of the Prime Minister of Canada and the first 
ministers of the provinces shall be convened by 
the Prime Minister of Canada within one year after 
this Part comes into force. 


