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standardization in fields relating to the construction, manufacture, production, quality, performance and 
safety of buildings, structures, manufactured articles and products and other goods, including components 
thereof, not expressly provided for by law, as a means of advancing the national economy, benefiting the 
health, safety and welfare of the public, assisting and protecting consumers, facilitating domestic and inter­
national trade and furthering international co-operation in the field of standards. The (Council is responsible 
for co-ordinating the planning and execution of a program for the development of standards in the metric 
(SI) system. This activity is in support of the over-all program which is being developed by the Preparatory 
Commission for Metric Conversion. 

The Council consists of not more than 57 members, of whom six are federal representatives, 10 repre­
sent the provinces and 41, various national organizations. Membership is broadly representative of all 
levels of government, primary and secondary industries, distributive and service industries, trade associ­
ations, labour unions, consumer associations and the academic community. The Council reports to Parlia­
ment through the Minister of Industry, Trade and Commerce. 

Statistics Canada. Statistics Canada became the new name for the Dominion Bureau of Statistics with the 
proclamation of a new Statistics Act (SC 1971, c.l5) on May 1, 1971. The Bureau was initially set up by 
statute in 1918 as the central statistical agency for Canada (SC 1918, c.43). In 1948 this statute, which had 
been consolidated as the Statistics Act (RSC 1927, c.l90), was repealed and replaced by the Statistics Act 
(RSC 1952, C.257) which was amended by SC 1952-53, c.l8, assented to March 31, 1953. The 1971 Act 
replaces that statute. 

The functions of Statistics Canada are to compile, analyze and publish statistical information relative to 
the commercial, industrial, financial, social and general condition of the people and to conduct regularly a 
census of population and agriculture of Canada as required under the Act. 

Statistics Canada is a major publication agency of the federal government; its reports cover all aspects 
of the national economy and social conditions of the country. The administrative head of the bureau is the 
Chief Statistician of Canada who has the rank of a Deputy Head of a department and reports to Parliament 
through the Minister of Industry, Trade and Commerce. 

Tariff Board. Constituted in 1931, the Board derives its duties and powers from four statutes: the Tariff 
Board Act (RSC 1970, c.T-1); the Customs Act (RSC 1970, c.C-40); the Excise Tax Act (RSC 1970, c.E-13); 
and the Anti-dumping Act (RSC 1970, c.A-15). 

Under the Tariff Board Act, the Board makes inquiry into and reports on any matter in relation to 
goods that, if brought into Canada, are subject to or exempt from customs duties or excise taxes. Reports 
of the Board are tabled in Parliament by the Minister of Finance. It is also the duty of the Board to inquire 
into any other matter in relation to the trade and commerce of Canada that the (Governor in Council sees 
fit to refer to the Board. 

Under the provisions of the Customs Act, the Excise Tax Act and the Anti-dumping Act, the Tariff 
Board acts as a court to hear appeals from decisions of the Department of National Revenue, Customs and 
Excise, in respect of excise taxes, tariff classification, value for duty, drawback of customs duties and deter­
mination of normal value or export price in dumping matters. Declarations of the Board on appeals are 
final and conclusive but the Acts contain provisions for appeal on questions of law to the Federal Court and 
thence to the Supreme Court of Canada. 

Tax Review Board. The Tax Review Board, created in 1949 as the Income Tax Appeal Board and later 
called the Tax Appeal Board, now operates under the Tax Review Board Act 1970 (SC 1970-71, c l 1) which 
was proclaimed December 15, 1971. The Board is declared by statute to be a court of record and has juris­
diction to hear appeals by taxpayers against their assessments under the Income Tax Act and the Estate 
Tax Act, as well as appeals under the Old Age Security Act, certain sections of the Canada Pension Plan, 
the Unemployment Insurance Act, and any other Act of the Parliament of Canada that specifies a right of 
appeal to the Board. In most instances, an appeal lies from the Board to the Federal Court of Canada with a 
further right of appeal from that Court to the Supreme Court of Canada. The Board shall consist of not less 
than three or more than seven members, and at present consists of a chairman, an assistant chairman and 
three other members. Its offices are located at Ottawa and it hears appeals at 24 centres throughout Canada 
and holds frequent sittings each year at the main centres such as Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver, and Lon­
don, Ontario. The Board is under the jurisdiction of the Minister of Justice but is independent of the 
Department of Justice. 

Telesat Canada. Telesat Canada was incorporated in 1969 by an Act of Parliament (RSC 1970, c.T-4). Its 
objectives are to establish satellite telecommunication systems providing telecommunication services on a 
commercial basis. The recommendations of a government task force on satellite policy and the use of 
satellite technology for domestic communications appointed in 1967 and a 1968 White Paper based to a 
large extent on those recommendations preceded the establishing legislation. 

The authorized capital of the corporation consists of 10 million common shares without par value and 
5 million preferred shares with a par value of $10 per share. At the end of 1972, there were 6 million com­
mon shares issued and outstanding. The corporation will ultimately be owned by three main groups of 
shareholders: the federal government, the telecommunications common carriers and the general public. 


