764 TRANSPORTATION

Subsection 1.—Milage and Equipment

Construction was begun in 1835 on the first railway in Canada—the short link of 14.5
miles between Laprairie and St. Johns, Que.—but only 66 miles were in operation by 1850.
The first great period of construction was in the 1850’s when the Grand Trunk and the
Great Western Railways were built as well as numerous smaller lines. The building of
the Intercolonial and the Canadian Pacific railways contributed to another period of
rapid expansion in the 1870’s and 1880’s. 1In the last period of extensive railway building
(1900-17), the Grand Trunk Pacific, National Transcontinental and Canadian Northern
Railways were constructed.

Only a gradual increase has taken place in first main track milage since the 1920’s.
Recently, however, the development of a number of large industrial projects in districts
far removed from transport facilities has necessitated the building of branch lines. Those
completed up to 1956 are listed in the 1957-58 Year Book, p. 815, and those completed
in 1957 and 1958 in the 1959 Year Book, p. 775. During 1959 the eastern section of
the Chibougamau branch line constructed by the CNR from S8t. Félicien to Cache Lake
in Quebee, a distance of 133 miles, was officially placed in service; the western section of
this line, from Beattyville to Chibougamau, was completed in 1957, opening up mineral-
rich areas and linking them with the industrial centres of the province. Another branch
of this line, to serve Mattagami Lake mines in northwestern Quebec, will be constructed
during 1961-62; it will be 60 miles in length and cost an estimated $9,660,000. Also, as
agent of the Federal Government, the CNR is carrying out a branch line location survey
from the vicinity of Grimshaw, Alta., on the Northern Alberta Railways, to Great Slave
Lake, a distance of about 400 miles. The 52-mile line from Optic Lake to Chisel Lake in
Manitoba, built at a cost of $8,800,000 to connect a base metal mining development with
the smelter at Flin Flon, was completed in September 1960.

While new construction has added considerably to first main track milage placed in
operation in the past few years, other lines have been abandoned because they have become
unprofitable. Thus, new milage is not reflected in the totals shown in Table 1.

1.—Railway Track Milage Operated, 1900-60

Nore,—Figures of total milage of single track operated for 1835-1909 are given in the 1941 Year Book, p. 546;
for 1911-14 in the 1954 edition, p. 786; for 1916-24 in the 1955 edition, p. 830; and for 1926-49 in the 1956 edition, p. 792.

FirsT MAIN TRACK MILAGE TrACK MI1LAGE BY AREA AND T YPE
Miles
Year in Area and Type of Track 1957 1958 1959 1960
Operation
No. No. No. No. No.
First Main—
17,657 Newifoundland...........covvnennn 934 934 934 934
20,487 Prince Edward Island............ 285 285 285 284
24,731 Nova Seotia...cooveenieriiinnn. 1,370 1,336 1,333 1,316
34,882 New Brunswick.....coooevenvnnnn 1,818 1,818 1,818 1,783
38,805 AT o7 - 5,096 5,006 5,228 5,228
40,350 ONtariow, smes vusemuss svees svews s 10,513 10,467 10,421 10,245
42,047 Manitoba...: s o tesesss Eoes e ,005 5,004 5,00 5,066
42,916 Saskatchewan.................... 8,721 8,721 8,721 8,721

5,680 5,679 5,680 5,679

, T
42,352 British Columbia. 4,071 4,388 4,388 4,386

42,979 Yukon.......... 58 58 58 58

3%,956 United States..... 339 339 339 339
953

43,163 Totals, First Main............. 43,890 44,125 44,209 44,029

43,132

43,444 |Second main..........ccovvieinnann 2,471 2,444 2,350 2,243

43,652 ||Other main......... — . = 45

43,890 (Industrial........... 1,208 1,216 1,219 1,248

44,125 || Yard and sidings 11,528 11,534 11,616 11,628

44,209

44,029 Grand Totals.................. 59,0972 | 59,3198 | 59,3944 | 59,193¢

1 Newfoundland included from 1950. 2 Includes 45 miles of joint track. 3 Excludes 51 miles of

joint track. 4 Excludes 52 miles of joint track.



