530 MINES AND MINERALS

Metals of the Platinum Group.—Production in 1961 showed a substantial drop
from the high point of 1960. The decrease in value amounted to 17.5 p.c. The whole
production comes from the nickel-copper ores at Sudbury, Ont., and the metals are recov-
ered in the form of residues in the electrolytic refinery tanks at Port Colborne, Ont., and
at the refinery in Norway to which the Falconbridge Nickel Company Limited ships
nickel-copper matte.

18.—Quantity and Value of the Platinum Group! Produced, 1952-61

d.t_NOTE.—Figu.res from 1921 are given in the corresponding table of previous Year Books beginning with the 1940
edition.

Year Quantity Value Year Quantity Value

oz.t. $ 0z.t. $

279,724 | 18,475,901 416,147 | 25,731,333
303,563 | 20,046,390 300,458 | 14,321,443
343,706 | 20,906,556 328,095 | 16,932,438
384,746 | 23,069,365 483,604 | 28,873,508
314,808 | 22,407,090 404,883 | 23,829,172

t Includes platinum, iridium, rhodium, ruthenium and palladium.

Subsection 4.—Production of Non-metallic Minerals
(excluding Fuels)

Asbestos is by far the most important item in this group in point of value, followed by
salt, titanium dioxide, gypsum, peat moss and sulphur. Asbestos, salt, gypsum and sulphur
are discussed separately below. Titanium dioxide is produced only in Quebec and peat
moss, although included as a non-metallic mineral, consists of the dead fibrous moss pro-
duced from peat bogs. Its growing use as a soil conditioner, as poultry and stable litter and
as packaging material resulted in shipments valued at nearly $6,000,000 in 1961, double
the shipments of 1954. The quantity and value of other non-metallic minerals produced
are shown in Table 5, p. 519. See also the review of developments in the industrial mineral
field at pp. 493-496.

Asbestos.—In 1961, Canadian asbestos mines shipped a record 1,171,000 tons valued
at $131,000,000, representing an increase of 4.7 p.c. in quantity and 8.0 p.c. in value over
1960. Quebec, with 12 producing mines, accounted for 93.8 p.c. of the total tonnage;
Ontario’s one mine produced 27,200 tons and British Columbia’s one mine produced 45,773
tons.

19.—Quantity and Value of Asbestos Produced, 1952-61

Nore.—Figures from 1896 are given in the corresponding table of previous Year Books beginning with the
1911 edition.

Year Quantity Value Year Quantity Value

tons $ tons $

1,046,086 104, 489,431

25,331 92,276,748
1,050,429 107,433,344
1,118,456 121,400,015
1,171,245 131,053,441

929,339 89,254,913
911,226 86,0562, 895
924,116 86,409,212
1,063, 802 96,191,317
1,014,249 99,859,969




