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The National Union Catalogue lists nearly 8,000,000 volumes in more than 160
government, university, public and special libraries in all provinces. New accessions are
reported regularly by these libraries, and the Union Catalogue thus forms a continuously
up-to-date key to the main book resources of the country. During the year ended Mar. 31,
1961, the Reference Division was asked to locate 11,462 titles and it is noteworthy that
copies of 75 p.c. of them were found in Canadian libraries. About one-third of the requests
were for books in the field of science and technology and 80 p.c. were for books published
since 1925.

In addition to Canadiana, the National Library publishes Canadian Selections, a short
list of notable books issued in Canada during the past year, and also publishes an annual
cumulation of the Canadian Index to Periodicals and Documentary Films.

Public Libraries.—The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has conducted surveys of
public libraries since 1921. Over the years a marked trend toward centralization and
amalgamation has accompanied increased urbanization. In 1960, municipal and association
public libraries served 144 urban centres of 10,000 or more population, and 36 regional and
12 provincial public library organizations served scattered populations in predominantly
rural areas. Many of the larger systems have branches and bookmobiles to bring service
to those living at a distance from main libraries; in Newfoundland, public library service
may reach remote hamlets by boat and in the Northwest Territories by aircraft. In
addition, 831 municipal and association libraries in smaller communities served suburban
and rural populations. During the 1950’s. the number of volumes held by public libraries
nearly doubled, circulation more than doubled and payments for all purposes increased
nearly threefold; during the same period the population to be served increased by about
22 p.c.

Tn addition to circulating reading material, public libraries maintain reference collec-
tions for study purposes and provide audio-visual materials such as films, filmstrips and
sound recordings. Activities for special groups include stories, plays and services to
schools for the younger children, club activities and assistance with projects for young
adults, and courses, public lectures, displays and film showings for adults.

Public libraries in Canada are supported mainly by public funds—about 90 p.c. by
local taxation and 10 p.c. by provincial grants. Payments in 1960 for staff, books and
other library materials, new buildings, etc., amounted to $1.01 per capita.

1.—~Summary Statistics for All Public Libraries, 1960

Sﬁocli:( of o Full
s ooks, urrent ull-
Province or Territory P osp“l?::io“ Libraries | Periodicals | Circulation| Operating | Time
er an Payments Staff

Pamphlets

No. No. No. No. $ No.
Newfoundland........coovvvieiiienens 459,000 3 296,000 662,000 187,473 34
Prince Edward Island................ 103,000 2 118,621 241,607 48,849 10
Nova Scotish,...covveviriieviienanaens 487,529 14 261,567 1,335,857 405,738 62
New Brunswick.............. a5 225,208 ] 162,128 822,568 162,357 33
Quebec....... .| 8,333,491 220 | 2,274,254 3,982,157 1,197,654 281
Ontario..... . 4,791,674 498 | 7,558,859 | 30,706,994 | 10,569,578 1,236
Manitoba..... . 749,345 18 397,442 2,196, 055 649,694 104
Saskatchewan v v 910,000 82 750,735 { 2,160,212 809,904 121
Alberta.......... ...| 1,283,000 141 1,048,359 4,493,347 1,261,079 202
British Columbia...............oovens 1,606,000 51 1,667,689 | 9,165,698 | 2,720,045 42

Yukon and Northwest Territories.... 12,423 14 29,637 11,380 4,767 —
Totals,1960. . ................ 13,960,670 1,047 | 14,565,291 | 55,577,875 | 18,017,138 2,520
Totals, 1959 .. ............... 14,436,102 1,022 | 13,507,009 | 50,329,734 | 15,155,734 2,432




