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The National Union Catalogue lists nearly 8,000,000 volumes in more than 160 
government, university, public and special libraries in all provinces. New accessions are 
reported regularly by these libraries, and the Union Catalogue thus forms a continuously 
up-to-date key to the main book resources of the country. During the year ended Mar. 31, 
1961, the Reference Division was asked to locate 11,462 titles and it is noteworthy that 
copies of 75 p.c. of them were found in Canadian libraries. About one-third of the requests 
were for books in the field of science and technology and 80 p.c. were for books published 
since 1925. 

In addition to Canadiana, the National Library publishes Canadian Selections, a short 
list of notable books issued in Canada during the past year, and also publishes an annual 
cumulation of the Canadian Index to Periodicals and Documentary Films. 

Public Libraries.—The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has conducted surveys of 
public libraries since 1921. Over the years a marked trend toward centralization and 
amalgamation has accompanied increased urbanization. In 1960, municipal and association 
public libraries served 144 urban centres of 10,000 or more population, and 36 regional and 
12 provincial public library organizations served scattered populations in predominantly 
rural areas. Many of the larger systems have branches and bookmobiles to bring service 
to those living at a distance from main libraries; in Newfoundland, public library service 
may reach remote hamlets by boat and in the Northwest Territories by aircraft. In 
addition, 831 municipal and association libraries in smaller communities served suburban 
and rural populations. During the 1950's. the number of volumes held by public libraries 
nearly doubled, circulation more than doubled and payments for all purposes increased 
nearly threefold; during the same period the population to be served increased by about 
22 p.c. 

In addition to circulating reading material, public libraries maintain reference collec­
tions for study purposes and provide audio-visual materials such as films, filmstrips and 
sound recordings. Activities for special groups include stories, plays and services to 
schools for the younger children, club activities and assistance with projects for young 
adults, and courses, public lectures, displays and film showings for adults. 

Public libraries in Canada are supported mainly by public funds—about 90 p.c. by 
local taxation and 10 p.c. by provincial grants. Payments in 1960 for staff, books and 
other library materials, new buildings, etc., amounted to $1.01 per capita. 
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