210 VITAL STATISTICS

Age and Marital Status of Brides and Bridegrooms.—Table 21 shows that
over 91 p.c. of the marriages in 1960 were between persons who had not been married
previously; 4.9 p.c. of brides and 4.4 p.c. of bridegrooms had been widowed, and almost
4 p.c. of the marriages were of divorced persons. The average age at marriage of bachelors
was just under 26 years and that of spinsters 23 years. The average age of widowers
and widows at time of remarriage was slightly more than double that of bachelors and
spinsters. Over 91 p.c. of the spinsters married in 1960 were under 30 years of age, 35
p.c. were under 20 years and 45 p.c. were between 20 and 25. Over 84 p.c. of the bachelors
were under 30 years of age, 8 p.c. of them under 20 and over 50 p.c. from 20 to 24 years
of age.

In recent years, couples have been marrying younger than they did a generation ago.
Since 1940 the average age of men at the time of their first marriage has dropped from 28
years to less than 26; that of girls from 24 years, 5 months to 23 years exactly.

21.—Brides and Bridegrooms, by Age and Marital Status, 1969

Bripes
Age Group Numbers Percentages
Spinsters | Widows | Divorced| Total [/ Spinsters| Widows | Divorced! Total
Under 20 years............. 41,228 13 38 41,279 34.7 0.2 0.7 31.7
20 — 24 < .. 52,612 183 621 54,416 45.1 2.9 12.1 41.8
26i=— 29 e e 14,297 341 1,188 15,826 12.0 5.3 23.2 12.1
30— M i s 5,010 489 1,036 6,535 4.2 7.7 20.2 5.0
3B — 39 “ el 2,192 657 934 2,783 1.8 10.3 18.3 2.9
40— 44 “ ... 1,069 771 580 2,420 0.9 12.1 11.3 1.9
45 — 49 “ ... 674 850 403 1,927 0.6 12.3 7.9 1.5
50 — 534 ¢ ...l 396 825 201 1,422 0.3 12.9 3.9 1.1
55 — B9 L ess e 191 719 68 978 0.2 11.3 1.3 0.8
60 — 64 “ . 90 602 35 727 0.1 9.4 0.7 0.6
65 years or over............ 72 934 13 1,019 0.1 14.6 0.3 0.8
Totals, Stated Ages...| 118,831 6,384 5,117 | 130,332 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Age not stated............. 5 1 — 6
Totals, Al Ages. ...... 118,836 6,385 5,117 | 130,338 91.2 4.9 3.9 100.0
Averageages.............. 23.0 49.4 34.7 24.7
BRIDEGROOMS
Numbers Percentages
Bachelors|Widowers | Divorced| Total | Bachelors|Widowers|Divorced| Total
Under20 years............. 8,943 - — 8,943 7.5 — —_ 6.9
20 — 24 ¢ | .| 59,787 34 210 60,031 50.1 0.6 4.1 46.1
25 — 29 “ 32,131 147 899 33,177 26.9 2.5 17.6 25.5
30 —34 “ 10,565 237 1,127 11,929 8.8 4.1 22.0 9.2
35 — 39 4,097 355 962 5,414 3.4 6.2 18.8 4.2
40 —44 “ 1,655 423 693 2,771 1.4 7.3 13.5 2.1
45 — 49 « | . 988 588 542 2,118 0.8 10.2 10.6 1.6
50 — 54 “ ... 596 662 341 1,599 0.5 11.5 6.7 1.2
55 — 59 “ .. ... 334 779 200 1,313 0.3 13.5 3.9 1.0
60 — 64 “ ..., 166 808 79 1,052 0.1 14.0 1.5 0.8
65 years or over............ 183 1,738 65 1,986 0.2 30.1 1.3 1.5
Totals, Stated Ages...| 119,445 5,71 5,118 | 130,334 100.0 100.0 100.0 109.0
Agenot stated............. 4 — — 4
Totals, ANl Ages....... 119,449 5,71 5,118 | 130,338 91.6 4.4 3.9 100.0
Average ages.............. 25.8 56.0 38.3 27.7




