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Causes of Maternal Deaths.—Table 18 shows the main causes of maternal deaths 
during the years 1958-60. Until a decade or so ago, sepsis and toxaemia were by far the 
most important causes of death of mothers at childbirth. The danger of death from sepsis 
and other infection has been sharply reduced over the past 15 to 20 years through the 
use of antibiotics and probably also through increased use of medical services. On the 
other hand, the number of deaths caused by toxaemia arising during pregnancy and other 
complications of both pregnancy and delivery represent continuing problems. Haemor­
rhage during pregnancy or delivery, which has been another important cause of mortality 
among mothers, has shown some reduction in recent years. 

Of the 215 maternal deaths in 1960, 69 resulted from complication arising during 
pregnancy, more than half of these from some type of toxaemia; 83 resulted from a compli­
cation of delivery, 39 from a post-delivery complication and 24 from abortive delivery. 

18.--Maternal Mortality and Bates per 100,000 Live Births, by Cause , 1958-60 
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640,641 Infections of the genito-urinary tract during 
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Delivery complicated by retained placenta... 
Delivery complicated by other postpartum 
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Delivery with laceration or other trauma 
Delivery with other complications of child­

birth 
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Puerperal urinary infection without other sepsis 

Puerperal phlebitis, thrombosis, pyrexia, pul-
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Section 4.—Natural Increase* 
The rate of natural increase in Canada (excess of births over deaths) prior to 1930 

was 13 or more per 1,000 population. Partly as a result of the depression, the birth rate 
declined more than the death rate and the rate of natural increase fell to 9.7 in 1937. 
Higher birth rates during and after World War II and a gradually declining death rate 
caused the natural increase rate to rise steadily from 10.9 in 1939 to a record 20.3 in 1954. 
Since that time there has been a slight drop but the rate stood at 19.1 in 1960—probably 
the highest among the more industrially developed countries of the world. 

* For international comparisons, see Section 7, pp. 214-215. 


