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Subsection 2.—Infant Mortality 

Table 1, pp. 182-183, and Table 15 show the striking improvement that has taken 
place in the rate of infant mortality during the past twenty years. Although 69,766 
of the 2,347,776 children born in the years 1956-60 died before reaching their first birthday, 
150,925 others lived who would have died at the rate prevailing in the period 1926-30. 

Table 15 shows that mortality among male infants is 25 to 30 p.c. higher than that 
among female infants for Canada as a whole, with wider variations for the individual 
provinces. For the country as a whole, in 1960, out of every 1,000 infant boys born alive, 
31 died before reaching their first birthday, whereas out of every 1,000 infant girls 24 died 
within one year of their birth. As already pointed out, there are on the average 1,057 
males born to every 1,000 females but, because male infant mortality is higher, the excess 
of males is reduced greatly by the end of the first year. For example, in 1958-60 there 
were 733,777 male children born compared with 694,167 female children, an excess of 
39,610 or 5.7 p .c ; during the same period, 23,551 male children died during their first year 
compared with 17,299 female children so that the excess of males at one year of age was 
reduced to 33,358 or under 5 p.c. 

As indicated in Tables 1, 2 and 15, infant mortality rates have varied from province 
to province and from one locality to another. One of the principal causes of these varia­
tions appears to have been the different proportions of births taking place in hospital or 
under proper prenatal and postnatal care (see also p. 188). Many other factors have also 
been important, particularly the supervision of water supplies, improved sanitation, the 
pasteurization of milk, the use of antibiotics, more and better pediatric services, improved 
obstetrical and hospital nursing services, improved home environment as a result of gener­
ally higher living standards and, in recent years, the lower age of mothers. 

15.—Distribution of Infant Deaths, by Province and Sex, 1911-60 
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No. No. No. No. 

..1951 361 276 60 48 Quebec—concl. 1958 2,981 2,171 41 31 
1957 363 241 47 32 1959 2,740 1,995 38 29 
1958 
1959 

322 
345 

250 
231 

42 
45 

35 
32 

1960 2,406 1,753 34 26 

1960 312 233 40 32 Ontario 1941 
1951 

1,910 
2,010 

1,384 
1,535 

51 
34 

40 
28 

P. E. Island , 1941 102 61 95 63 1957 2,177 1,599 28 22 
1951 60 30 44 23 1958 2,161 1,640 27 22 
1957 41 34 30 26 1959 2,110 1,663 26 22 
1958 
1959 

61 
43 

23 
42 

46 
31 

18 
31 

1960 2,152 1,593 26 21 

1960 55 33 40 24 
1951 

447 
369 

341 
289 

59 
36 

47 
30 

.,1941 545 363 77 53 1957 416 295 36 27 
1951 344 250 39 30 1958 371 285 33 27 
1957 298 228 30 24 1959 363 252 31 23 
1958 321 236 33 26 1960 406 292 34 26 
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34 

28 
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1958 
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358 
349 
376 
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267 
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29 
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31 
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22 

1959 315 221 37 28 Alberta 1941 506 373 57 44 
1960 280 208 33 26 1951 

1957 
531 
531 

358 
432 

39 
29 

27 
25 

..1941 3,916 2,854 85 66 1958 548 384 29 22 
1951 3,335 2,486 54 42 1959 554 368 28 20 
1957 3,094 2,318 42 34 1960 601 421 30 22 


