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1930's the rate varied between 1.3 and 1.5 and since World War II has ranged between 
1.7 and almost 2.0; in 1960 the rate stood at 1.896, almost double the number required 
for the population to replace itself. With minor exceptions, provincial reproduction rates 
are also well above the replacement level. 

Age of Parents.—Age of parents is an important variable in any analysis of birth 
statistics. The distribution of legitimate and illegitimate live births by age of the parents 
is given in Table 8, as well as the average age of parents. 

Over 7 p.c. of the legitimate children born in 1960 were born to mothers under 20 
years of age, in over one-third of the births the mother was under 25 years, and in almost 
two-thirds, under 30 years; in one out of six births the father was under 25 years of age, 
and in almost 48 p.c. of all births the father was under 30 years. On the other hand, 
over one-third (37.8 p.c.) of the illegitimate infants born were born to mothers under 20 
years of age and an additional one-third to mothers under 25 years. The average age of 
all the married mothers to whom a child was born in 1960 was slightly over 28, and of the 
fathers 31.4 years; ten years ago the average ages of the parents were 28.4 and 32.1, and 
thirty years ago 29.2 and 33.6, respectively. 

8.—Live Births, by Age of Parents, 1960 
(Exclusive of Newfoundland) 

Age Group 
Legitimate Illegitimate 

Age Group 
Fathers Mothers Mothers 

No. 

4,610 

74,329 

132,931 

109,556 

68,536 

33,080 

13,173 

5,426 

p.c. 

1.0 

16.8 

30.1 

24.8 

15.5 

7.5 

3.0 

1.2 

No. 

31,814 

127,832 

128,034 

88,771 

50,856 

15,015 

1,109 

15 

p.c. 

7.2 

28.8 

28.9 

20.0 

11.5 

3.4 

0.3 

No. 

7,275 

6,359 

2,860 

1,535 

931 

272 

15 

1 

p.c. 

37.8 

20 — 24 " 

No. 

4,610 

74,329 

132,931 

109,556 

68,536 

33,080 

13,173 

5,426 

p.c. 

1.0 

16.8 

30.1 

24.8 

15.5 

7.5 

3.0 

1.2 

No. 

31,814 

127,832 

128,034 

88,771 

50,856 

15,015 

1,109 

15 

p.c. 

7.2 

28.8 

28.9 

20.0 

11.5 

3.4 

0.3 

No. 

7,275 

6,359 

2,860 

1,535 

931 

272 

15 

1 

33.0 

25 — 29 " 

No. 

4,610 

74,329 

132,931 

109,556 

68,536 

33,080 

13,173 

5,426 

p.c. 

1.0 

16.8 

30.1 

24.8 

15.5 

7.5 

3.0 

1.2 

No. 

31,814 

127,832 

128,034 

88,771 

50,856 

15,015 

1,109 

15 

p.c. 

7.2 

28.8 

28.9 

20.0 

11.5 

3.4 

0.3 

No. 

7,275 

6,359 

2,860 

1,535 

931 

272 

15 

1 

14.9 

30 — 34 " 

No. 

4,610 

74,329 

132,931 

109,556 

68,536 

33,080 

13,173 

5,426 

p.c. 

1.0 

16.8 

30.1 

24.8 

15.5 

7.5 

3.0 

1.2 

No. 

31,814 

127,832 

128,034 

88,771 

50,856 

15,015 

1,109 

15 

p.c. 

7.2 

28.8 

28.9 

20.0 

11.5 

3.4 

0.3 

No. 

7,275 

6,359 

2,860 

1,535 

931 

272 

15 

1 

8.0 

35 — 39 " 

No. 

4,610 

74,329 

132,931 

109,556 

68,536 

33,080 

13,173 

5,426 

p.c. 

1.0 

16.8 

30.1 

24.8 

15.5 

7.5 

3.0 

1.2 

No. 

31,814 

127,832 

128,034 

88,771 

50,856 

15,015 

1,109 

15 

p.c. 

7.2 

28.8 

28.9 

20.0 

11.5 

3.4 

0.3 

No. 

7,275 

6,359 

2,860 

1,535 

931 

272 

15 

1 

4.8 

40 — 44 " 

No. 

4,610 

74,329 

132,931 

109,556 

68,536 

33,080 

13,173 

5,426 

p.c. 

1.0 

16.8 

30.1 

24.8 

15.5 

7.5 

3.0 

1.2 

No. 

31,814 

127,832 

128,034 

88,771 

50,856 

15,015 

1,109 

15 

p.c. 

7.2 

28.8 

28.9 

20.0 

11.5 

3.4 

0.3 

No. 

7,275 

6,359 

2,860 

1,535 

931 

272 

15 

1 

1.4 

45 _ 49 " 

No. 

4,610 

74,329 

132,931 

109,556 

68,536 

33,080 

13,173 

5,426 

p.c. 

1.0 

16.8 

30.1 

24.8 

15.5 

7.5 

3.0 

1.2 

No. 

31,814 

127,832 

128,034 

88,771 

50,856 

15,015 

1,109 

15 

p.c. 

7.2 

28.8 

28.9 

20.0 

11.5 

3.4 

0.3 

No. 

7,275 

6,359 

2,860 

1,535 

931 

272 

15 

1 

0.1 

No. 

4,610 

74,329 

132,931 

109,556 

68,536 

33,080 

13,173 

5,426 

p.c. 

1.0 

16.8 

30.1 

24.8 

15.5 

7.5 

3.0 

1.2 

No. 

31,814 

127,832 

128,034 

88,771 

50,856 

15,015 

1,109 

15 

p.c. 

7.2 

28.8 

28.9 

20.0 

11.5 

3.4 

0.3 

No. 

7,275 

6,359 

2,860 

1,535 

931 

272 

15 

1 

No. 

4,610 

74,329 

132,931 

109,556 

68,536 

33,080 

13,173 

5,426 

p.c. 

1.0 

16.8 

30.1 

24.8 

15.5 

7.5 

3.0 

1.2 

No. 

31,814 

127,832 

128,034 

88,771 

50,856 

15,015 

1,109 

15 

p.c. 

7.2 

28.8 

28.9 

20.0 

11.5 

3.4 

0.3 

No. 

7,275 

6,359 

2,860 

1,535 

931 

272 

15 

1 

441,641 100.0 113,446 100.0 19,318 100.0 441,641 100.0 113,446 100.0 19,318 

1,950 145 539 1,950 145 539 

443,591 100.0 413,591 100.0 19,787 100.0 443,591 100.0 413,591 100.0 19,787 

31.4 2f .1 23.7 2f .1 

Order of Birth.—Table 9 shows the order of birth of all live-born infants in 1960 
according to age of the mother. As would be expected, 28,672 or three out of every four 
of the 39,089 infants born to mothers under 20 years of age were first children, whereas 
almost six out of every ten of the children born to mothers of 20-24 years were second or 
later children. This is a reflection of the earlier marriages and heavy fertility of recent 
years. In 1960, 210 infants were born to mothers who had not yet reached their 15th 
birthday. 


