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4.—Religious Denominations of the Indian Population, by Province, 
Departmental Census 1959 

Province or 
Territory Anglican Baptist United 

Church 
Pres­

byterian 
Roman 

Catholic 
Other 

Christian 
Beliefs 

Aboriginal Not 
Stated 

All 
Denom­
inations 

P.E.I 
N.S 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 

No. 

341 
3,561 

N.B 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 

3,183 
Que 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 

20,453 
Ont 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 

42,668 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 

23,658 
Sask 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 

23,280 
Alta 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 

19,287 
B.C 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 

36,229 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 

1,868 
N.W.T 

No. 

3,952 
12,232 
6,999 
6,915 
2,436 
6,900 
1,331 

778 

No. 

5 
2,865 

54 
143 

93 

No. 

6 
1 

784 
6,836 
5,899 
2,015 
2,127 
6,852 

No. 

2 
892 

1,025 
366 
26 
6 

1 

No. 

340 
3,531 
3,022 

14,827 
14,734 
9,126 

12,462 
13,853 
21,077 

438 
3,553 

No. 

2 

219 
674 
306 
59 

437 
1,117 

No. 

215 
2,501 

82 
1,170 

58 

No. 

1 
22 

160 
449 

1,934 
221 
239 
207 
277 

6 
266 4,598 

Totals 41,513 3,160 24,530 2,318 06,963 2,811 1,026 3,782 179,126 

Administration.—Pursuant to the British North America Act, the administration 
of Indian Affairs, which had been under the management of several provinces, came under 
the jurisdiction of the Government of Canada. Since January 1950, Indian Affairs have 
been the responsibility of a Branch of the Department of Citizenship and Immigration. 

The Indian Affairs Branch is composed of a headquarters staff at Ottawa, nine regional 
offices, and 89 field agencies. Specialists in such matters as education, economic develop­
ment, resource management, social welfare, and engineering and construction are attached 
to headquarters and regional staffs. Liaison is maintained with the Indian and Northern 
Health Services of the Department of National Health and Welfare, the federal agency 
concerned with the medical care of Indians. 

It is the primary function of the Indian Affairs Branch to administer the affairs of 
Indians in a manner that will enable them to participate fully in the social and economic 
life of the country. To this end, the Branch has brought into effect a wide range of pro­
grams in the fields of education, economic development, social welfare and community 
development. Underlying administrative duties of the Branch include the management 
of Indian reserves and surrendered lands, the administration of band funds, estates manage­
ment, enfranchisement of Indians and the administration of treaty obligations. 

Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons on Indian Affairs.—In the 
spring of 1959 a Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons was appointed 
to examine and consider the Indian Act and amendments thereto, and to suggest such 
amendments as they might deem advisable, with authority to investigate and report upon 
Indian administration in general and, in particular, on the social and economic status of the 
Indians. The examination and consideration begun by the Joint Committee in 1959 
was continued by similar Joint Committees appointed in 1960 and 1961. Each Committee 
had the power to call for persons, papers and records and to examine witnesses under 
oath. 

During the three years of deliberation, the Joint Committee received more than a 
hundred written submissions and heard more than a hundred witnesses. All the Indian 
associations and many Indian bands presented submissions. In addition, Church author­
ities, provincial governments, welfare, medical and other voluntary organizations concerned 
with the well-being and progress of the Indian people gave their views about Indian 
administration generally and made suggestions to improve the Indians' social and economic 
status. The Indian Affairs Branch and the Directorate of Indian and Northern Health 
Services also gave their views. 


