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MISCELLANEOUS DATA

PART V.—CANADIAN CHRONOLOGY

Events in the general chronology from 1497 to 1866 are given in the 195] Year Book
i}

pp. 46-49; from 1867 to 1953 in the 1954 Year Book, pp. 1259-1264; for 1954 in

Year Book, pp. 1329-1330; and for 1955 in the 1956 edition, pp. 1é33-1234. R:f}geln?asez
regarding federal and provincial elections or changes in legislatures or ministries are not
included in the following listing but may be found in Chapter II on Constitution and
Government and in the Appendix.

1956.

Jan. 11, Mrs. Ann Shipley first woman in
Canadian Parliamentary history to move
the Address in Reply to the Speech from
the Throne. Feb. 3-8, Rt. Hon. Sir Anthony
Eden, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
addressed joint session of the Senate and
House of Commons during official visit
to Ottawa. Feb., 3, Merger of the Imperial
Bank of Canada and Barclays Bank (Canada)
as the Imperial Bank of Canada formally
approved by the Federal Government.
Feb. 14, End of 148-day strike involving
17,000 General Motors employees, the cost-
liest strike in Canadian history. Mar. 4,
President Giovanni Gronchi of Italy ad-
dressed joint session of the Senate and
House of Commons during official visit to
Ottawa. Mar. 9, Federal-Provincial tax con-
ference opened at Ottawa; no agreement
reached. Mar. 23, Pakistan formally became
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Mar. 26-27,
Rt. Hon. Louis 8. St. Laurent, Prime Minister
of Canada, Dwight D. Eisenhower, President
of the United States, and Adolfo Ruiz
Cortines, President of Mexico, met at White
Sulphur Springs, Va., to discuss matters of
common interest. Apr. 23-27, Merger of the
Trades and Labour Congress of Canada and
the Canadian Congress of Labour as the
Canadian Labour Congress, at the founding
convention in Toronto, Ont. May 4-6, NATO
Council in Paris, France, named Hon. L. B.
Pearson of Canada with representatives from
Italy and Norway to study future NATO de-
velopments. May 26, Term of office of the
Rt. Hon. Vincent Massey as Governor
General of Canada extended for one year.
June 4-5, The President of the Republic of
Indonesiza, His Excellency Dr. Achmed
Sukarno, addressed the Canadian Parliament.
June 6-19, The Prime Minister of New
Zealand, the Rt. Hon. 8. J. Holland, visited
Canada. June 19, Canada’s recognition of
the independence of Tunisia and Morocco.
June 18, Queen Elizabeth reviewed 300
Victoria Cross holders from the Common-
wealth on centenary of the decoration in
London, England. Thirty-six Canadian
V.C. holders were present. June 27-Juiy 6,
Commonwealth Prime Ministers Conference
in London, England, to review current state
of international _affairs., The Canadian
delegation was led by the Prime Minister,
the Rt. Hon. Louis 8. St. Laurent. July 25-
29, The Prime Minister of Australia, the
Rt. Hon. R. G. Menzies and his wife, Dame
Pattie Menzies, were guests of Canada.
Aug. 14, The 3rd Session of the 22nd Parlia-
ment closed; the longest sitting (152 days)
since 1903. Aug. 18, The Alexander Graham
Bell Museum dedicated at Baddeck, N.S.
Aug. 23, The opening session of the first
Northwest Territories Council to be held
above the Arctic Circle, at the new townsite of
Aklavik. Sept. 19, Ontario Premier Leslie M.
Frost turned the first sod for Canada’s atomic
power station at Des Joachims on the Ottawa
River. Sept. 20, The Hon. George A. Drew
resigned the leadership of the Progressive
Conservative Party. Sept. 24, Atomic Energy
Agreement signed in Washington by Canada,
the United Kingdom and the United States

1957.

for interchanging rights in inventions and
discoveries in the atomic energy field on
which patents were held or applied for by
one or more of the other countries ag of
Nov. 15, 1955. Sept. 25, First transatlantic
three-way telephone cable opened between
London, New York and Ottawa. Nov. 1-10,
Emergency session of the United Nations
General Assembly called at New York in
regard to_the Middle East crisis and the
erisis in Hungary. Nov. 5, UN Assembly
approved resolution sponsored by Canada,
Colombia and Norway for a United Nationg
police force; Major-General E. L. M. Burns
of Canada appointed Chief of the United
Nations Command to organize an inter-
national force. Nov. 12, Rt. Hon. Louis 8. 8t.
Laurent announced creation of Canada
Council for the Encouragement of the Arts,
Humanities and Social Sciences. Nov. 22,
Gen. Alfred Gruenther, just retired from
post of Supreme Commander of NATO,
arrived in Ottawa. Nov. 24, First 20 Cana-
dians to join UN Emergency Force arrived
in Egypt. Nov. 26, The Prime Minister of
Ceylon, the Hou. 5. W. R. D. Bandaranaike,
visited Ottawa as guest of the Govern-
ment of Canada. Nov, 28, Canada approved
a vote of $1,000,000 to the victims of events
in Hungary and free passage to Canada for
Hungarian refugees. Nov. 29, UN Force
occupied buffer zone between Anglo-French
and Egyptian forces on Suez. Dec. 11-14,
The Ministerial Meeting of the North
Atlantic Council met in Paris; Canada
represented by the Hon. L. B. Pearson and
the Hon. Ralph O. Campney. Dec. 14, John
G. Diefenbaker elected leader of the Pro-
gressive Conservative Party.  Dec. 19,
Canadian-German air training agreement
announced; arrangements made for training
in Canada of 360 German aircrew for the
F86 Sabres allotted the Federal Republic
of Germany. Dec, 21-23, The Prime Minister
of India, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru, visited
Ottawa.

Jan. 1, The western section from James Bay
to the Peace River District of the Mid-
Canada radar, warning line came into opersa-
tion over a distance of 3,000 miles. Jox. 1,
Two Canadians honoured in the Queen's
New Year List—QGeneral Loewen and Sqdn.
Ldr, Frederick Drury. Jen. 2-10, Strike
of CPR employees halting operations on
17,000 miles of track. Jan. 11, Canadian
aireraft carrier Magnificent with troops and
supplies for UNEF reached Port _Smd. Mar. 4,
The Prime Minister of France, His Excellency
Guy Mollet, addressed the Parhanqent of
Canada. Mar. -6, The United Kingdom
Colony of the Gold Coast became a free
and independent member of the Common-
wealth named Ghana; Canada was repre-
sented at the ceremonies by Hon. Georze
Prudham, Minister of Mines and Technical
Surveys. Mar. 6, The Supreme Court of
Canada nullified the Quebec Padlock Law.
Mar. 7, UNEF took over the Gaza Strlﬂ
in the Middle East. Mar, 11, The lltl
Session of the United Nations Generat
Assembly adjourned. Mar .18, Disarmamen



