
RAILWAY MILAGE 815 

Subsection 1.—Milage and Equipment 

Construction was begun in 1835 on the first railway in Canada—the short link of 
14.5 miles between Laprairie and St. Johns, Que.—but only 66 miles were in operation 
by 1850. The first great period of construction was in the 1850's when the Grand 
Trunk and the Great Western Railways were built as well as numerous smaller lines. 
The building of the Intercolonial and the Canadian Pacific Railways contributed to 
another period of rapid expansion in the 1870's and 1880's. In the last period of extensive 
railway building (1900-1917), the Grand Trunk Pacific, National Transcontinental and 
Canadian Northern Railways were constructed. 

Only a gradual increase has taken place in the milage of single track line since the 
1920's but recently the construction of several large industrial projects in outlying districts 
has sparked a new phase of railway building. Entirely new districts have been opened 
up by the construction of the 43-mile Terrace-Kitimat line in British Columbia, the 
144-mile Sherridon-Lynn Lake line in Manitoba and the 360-mile Quebec, North Shore 
and Labrador Railway. A new 80-mile line links Quesnel and Prince George in British 
Columbia. A 16-mile line connecting the mining community of Nephton with Havelock 
in eastern Ontario provides easy access to a non-metallic mineral producing area. A new 
line from Struthers to Geco and one from Hillsport to Manitouwadge serve this new 
mining district of northwestern Ontario, and a 161-mile line has been constructed in the 
Quebec mining area from Beattyville to Chibougamau and St. F^licien. About 29 miles 
of new track have been completed in Saskatchewan and » 40-mile diversion of the CNR 
main line between Cornwall and Cardinal in the St. Lawrence Seaway area of Ontario was 
completed in 1956. In New Brunswick a new 22-mile branch line has been built for the 
transport of mineral ores. While these new lines have added considerably to the single 
track milage placed in operation in the past few years, other lines have been abandoned 
because they were unprofitable so that the new milage is not altogether reflected in the 
totals. 

1.—Railway Track Milage Operated 1900-56 

NOTE—Figures of total milage of single track operated for 1835-1909 are given in the 1941 Year Book, p. 546; 
for 1911-14 in the 1954 edition, p. 786; for 1916-24 in the 1955 edition, p. 830; and for 1925-49 in the 1956 edition, p. 792. 

SINGLE TRACK MILAGE TRACK MILAGE BY PROVINCE 

Year 
Miles 

in 
Operation 

Province and Type of Track 1953 1954 1955 1956 

1900 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

Single-

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

No. 

1905 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

Prince Edward Island 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

285 
1910 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

Prince Edward Island 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

285 

1915 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

1920 ' " ' 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

4,940 
10,516 . 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

4,940 
10,516 . 

1925 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

4,974 
1930 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

4,974 

1935 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

5,680 
1940 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

5,680 

1945 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 339 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

No. 

705 
285 

1,396 
1,834 
4,829 

10,386 
4,979 
8,733 
5,660 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

705 
285 

1,392 
1,834 
4,831 

10,378 
4,979 
8,721 
5,651 
3,959 

58 
339 

No. 

910 
285 

1,401 
1,800 
4,936 

10,375 
4,979 
8,721 
5,659 
3,981 

58 
339 

1951 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

43,163 
2,485 
2,178 

10,869 

43,132 
2,485 
2,181 

10,962 

43,444 
2,486 
2,243 

11,142 

43,652 
2,476 1952 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

43,163 
2,485 
2,178 

10,869 

43,132 
2,485 
2,181 

10,962 

43,444 
2,486 
2,243 

11,142 

43,652 
2,476 

1953 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

43,163 
2,485 
2,178 

10,869 

43,132 
2,485 
2,181 

10,962 

43,444 
2,486 
2,243 

11,142 

43,652 
2,476 

1954.... 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

43,163 
2,485 
2,178 

10,869 

43,132 
2,485 
2,181 

10,962 

43,444 
2,486 
2,243 

11,142 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 

43,163 
2,485 
2,178 

10,869 

43,132 
2,485 
2,181 

10,962 

43,444 
2,486 
2,243 

11,142 

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 58,695 58,760 59,315 59,830 

-

No. 

17,657 
20,487 
24,731 
34,882 
38,805 

40,350 
42,047 
42,916 
42,565 
42,352 

42,979 
42,956 
42,953 
43,163 
43,132 
43,444 
43,652 58,695 58,760 59,315 

1 Newfoundland included from 1950. 


