CHAPTER I.—PHYSIOGRAPHY AND
RELATED SCIENCES

CONSPECTUS

Pace Page

Part L—Geography..................... 1 Surl?setlz(tion 3. National and Provincial
SecTioN 1. PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY......... 2 AL, app, v oy D (350, 20
Subsection 1. Physiographic Regions. . . . 2 Subsection 4. The National Capital Plan. 25

Subsection 2. Inland Waters........... 9 Secrion 3. WiLpLirs REsources anp CoN-
Subsection 3. Coastal Waters.......... 13 SERVATION. ... ooonvcvesenriesnnen 27
Subsection 4. Islands.................. 15 SpeciaL ArtroLe: The Musk-Ox......... 28
S“%i“}zfi:g; 5Monntams andOther . 15 Pasrt IH.—-C1 liénate and Time Zones.. .. .. 30
SectIoN 2. MAIN PrYSICAL AND EcoNomic BOTION Lo SOLAMATEGL « oic v £ e e oo 30

FEATURES OF THE PROVINCES......... 17 Secrion 2. StanparRp TiMe anp TiME
ZONES < s se 593 & o903 555 § 48 5 VA% 505 34
Part II.—Land Resources and Public

Lands................. ... .. ool 17 Part IV.—Geophysics and Astronomy.... 34
SectioN 1. LAND RESOURCES............. 17 SECTION 1. GEOPHYSICS. .. ... .\ eu.... 34

Secrion 2. PuBLic LANDS. .............. 19 Speciat ArticLE: The International Geo-
Subsection 1. Federal Public Lands. . ... 20 DhYSIERl. Year. .o v wsns » souis wews womn % 35
Subsection 2. Provincial Public Lands... 20 SECTION 2, ASTRONOMY..vuunvvvvnnne..ns 38

Nore.—The interpretation of the symbols used in the tables throughout the Year Book will be found on the facing page.

PART I.—.GEOGRAPHY*

Canada comprises the greater part of the northern half of North America and lies
between the United States, Alaska and Greenland. In longitude Canada extends from
Cape Spear, Newfoundland, at 52°37'W, to Mount St. Elias, Yukon Territory, at 141°W,
a distance of 88°23’. In latitude it stretches from Middle Island, Lake Erie, at 41°41’N,
to the North Pole. The northernmost point of land is Cape Columbia on Ellesmere Island,
at 83°07'N. Thus Canada is essentially a western and a northern country, a fact of in-
creasing strategic significance. Moreover the climatic, vegetal and soil belts are drawn
out into broad east-west zones, thereby supporting the east-west orientation of the main
frontier of the country and aiding Canada’s historic east-west development.

The shape of Canada is like a distorted parallelogram with its four corners making
important salients. In the north the salient formed by the Arctic Archipelago, which
penetrates deep into the Arctic basin, guards the northern approaches to the continent
from Europe and Asia and makes Canada neighbour to the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. In the south the salient of peninsular Ontario thrusts far into the heart of
the United States. In the east the salient of Labrador and the Island of Newfoundland
commands the shortest crossings of the North Atlantic Ocean and links Canada geographi-
cally with the United Kingdom and France. In the west the broad arc of land between

* Prepared by the Geographical Branch, Department of Mines and Technical Surveys, Ottawa.
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