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20.—Summary Statistics of Federal Government Hospitals 1953 
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1 Excludes bassinets. 

PART II.—PUBLIC WELFARE AND SOCIAL SECURITY* 

Responsibility for social welfare in Canada has rested in large part on the provinces 
which in turn have delegated an important share of this responsibility to the municipalities. 
Though constitutional authority has not changed, except with respect to unemployment 
insurance and old age pensions, the financial participation of the Federal Government 
has been greatly extended in the past two decades in the provision of income maintenance 
payments. 

The creation of the Department of National Health and Welfare in 1944 established 
for the first time in the Federal Government a department in which public welfare is a 
major responsibility. The Department is charged with the administration of federal 
Acts relating to welfare which are not assigned by law to other departments. In addition 

* Except as otherwise indicated, this Part was prepared in the Research Division, Department of National 
Health and Welfare, Ottawa. 


