406 AGRICULTURE

season in sharp contrast to 1951 when much of the grain had to be left in the fields
for harvest the following spring. In many parts of Eastern Canada, on the other
hand, unfavourable weather conditions interfered with seeding, plant growth and
harvesting and, although yields of practically all the principal grain crops were
above average, they were below those of 1951.

Favourable weather in Western Canada in 1952 contributed to producing a
crop not only of record volume but also of high quality. Almost 66 p.c. of the
wheat inspected during the crop year 1952-53 graded No. 4 Northern or higher
(excluding “Toughs™ and ‘“Damps”), in marked contrast to only 32 p.c. in 1951-52
when an abnormally wet harvesting season reduced grades sharply. Similar
improvement in grades was also evident in Western oats, barley, rye and flaxseed.

The gross value of production of principal field ecrops produced on Canadian
farms in 1951, based on average prices received by farmers throughout the 1951-52
crop year, was estimated at $2,124,000,000—the first time that the total value has
exceeded the two-billion-dollar level. Largely as a result of record wheat and
barley crops, the gross value of field erops produced in 1952 is expected to exceed
the 1951 record. Estimates of the value of the 1952 crops, based on average prices
received by farmers in the crop year ended July 31, 1953, will be published in
DBS erop reports issued at regular intervals throughout the year and in the Quarterly
Bulletin of Agricultural Statistics.

13.—Acreages, Yields and Prices of Principal Field Crops, 1951 and 1952,
with Five-Year Average, 1945-49

(Exclusive of Newioundland)
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1 Gross value of farm production; does not represent cash income from sales. 2 See footnote 1, Table 14.



