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The outstanding development of recent years in the field of retail consumer
credit has been the rapid recovery of instalment sales following the period of war-
time controls. In’1946, the indexes of instalment sales for eight of the ten trades
selling on the instalment plan were below the 1941 level. By 1949 only three
remained lower.

1t is of interest to note that in several trades cash sales declined between 1948
and 1949 while eredit sales moved upward.

Subsection 3.—Statistics of Service Establishments

Theatres.—Canada’s theatres numbered 2,200 in 1949 and had receipts of
$78,559,779 with an additional $12,616,789 being collected in amusement taxes.
Newfoundland figures were included in 1949 for the first time. Without New-
foundland, the number of theatres in the nine provinces was 2,155 with receipts
(excluding taxes) of $77,701,797 and taxes amounting to $12,559,804. This was
an increase of 5 p.e. in number of theatres and of 12 p.c. in receipts over the 1948
figures of 1,950 theatres with receipts of $69,657,248.

Attendance at Canadian theatres continued to rise but to a lesser extent than
receipts. Paid admissions in 1949 numbered 230,333,513 persons in the nine
provinces, 3-5 p.c. higher than 1948 admissions which totalled 222,459,224. New-
foundland theatres accounted for an additional 2,665,032 admissions.

These figures do not include drive-in theatres or itinerant exhibitors of motion
pictures. The 30 drive-in theatres operating in Canada in 1949 had receipts
(excluding taxes) of $1,392,760 and paid admissions numbering 3,091,314. There
were 174 itinerant exhibitors in 1949 who gave performances in 846 towns and
villages. Motion picture performances given by these itinerants brought $494,858
in receipts (excluding taxes), and were attended by 1,626,638 persons.

Per capita attendance at motion pieture entertainment in Canada provided
by these three types of exhibitors was 17 times per year, based on the estimated
population of 13,845,000 for 1949.

23.—Motion Picture Theatres and Receipts, by Provinces, 1930, 1941 and 1947-49

No'm.‘—Itinera.nt operators and legitimate theatre operators are not included in these figures. Receipts
are exclusive of amusement taxes.

X 1930 1941 1947 19481 19491
Province
No.| Receipts | No. | Receipts | No. | Receipts | No. | Receipts | No. | Receipts
$ $ $ $ $
Newfoundland......... 45 857,982

Prince Edward Island || "'s| 188,300] 6| 1417317 "14| 255,835 16| 281,005 17| 288,741
Nova Scotia .| 56| 1,814,500 61| 2,195.508] 79| 2,666,189 78| 2,738,331 82| 3,111,160

New Brunswick .| 39| 1,093,400 39]| 1,102,265 58| 1,771,036] 58 1,993,102| 64| 2,051,791
Quebee....... .| 146] 8,046,600 202 8,047,022| 318]13,918,163| 472(16,405,929| 506(19,502,992
Ontario. ... .| 323{15,806,700] 410|18,757,372| 473)|27,043,278| 523|29,523,367| 562(31,937,717
Manitoba ... 73] 2,712,800] 111| 2,475,949| 146| 3,526,223 146| 3,709,443| 155( 4,307,397
Saskatchewan 104] 1,977,300/ 145; 1,673,313) 254/ 2,914,301} 263) 3,220,907 341 3,728,765
Alberta................ 85| 2,323,700 144| 2,257,115 178 3,711,366 216| 4,245,121| 236 5,111,220
British Columbia. .. ... 76/ 4,166,800) 122) 4,145,945| 173| 7,058,888| 178 7.539.053 192| 7,662,014

Totals............. 907(38,130,100|1,240{ 10,795,897|1, 693(62,865,279/1,950/69, 657, 248(2,200(78,559,779

. ! Figures for 1948 and 1949 include, in addition to regular theatres, establishments in which motion
picture entertainment is provided by community organizations such as churches, lodges, Boards of Trade
:%cl 40115017948 these halls numbered 346 with receipts of $962,927 and in 1949, 469 halls had receipts of



