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Subsection 2.—Dissolutions of Marriage (Divorces)

For many years after Confederation, the number of divorces in Canada was
very small. It was less than 20 in every year before 1900. There were 23 divorces
in 1903, 51 in 1909 and 60 in 1913. These numbers were less than 1 per 1,000 of
the yearly number of marriages. '

One effect of the First World War was to increase the number of divorees.
The generally unsettled conditions and the long separation between men on Active
Service and their wives contributed to this increase. Changes in law and procedure
which made it easier to obtain divorce was a further factor. At present, Quebec
is the only province in which applicants for divorece must secure a private Act of
Parliament.

There were 114 divorces in Canada in 1918 and 608 in 1926; the number had
increased to 700 by 1931, 1,570 by 1936 and 2,369 by 1940. Each year from 1940-47
the number was higher than the year before but 1948 showed a decrease of 16-1 p.c.
from 1947. The figures, generally, cover only final decrees of dissolution of
marriage which alone constitute divorces; annulments and legal separations are
excluded.

41.—Dissolutions of Marriage (Divorces), by Provinces, 1945-48

(Exclusive of the Territories)

Granted by
Parliament Granted by the Courts
of Canada
Ttem Canada
P.EI| Que. | PEL| N.S. | N.B. | Ont. | Man. | Sask. | Alta. | B.C.
Numbers—
1945 2 177 158 171 | 1,940 405 282 575 | 1,366 5,076
1946 1 290 4 260 382 | 2,639 636 505 962 | 2,005 || 7,683
1947 1 348 18 207 236 | 3,509 665 509 881 | 1,826 8,189
1948 1 292 49 782 211 | 3,107 477 333 651 | 1,683 6,881
Percentages—
1945 -- 3-5 3-1 3.4 38.2 8-0 5:6 11-3 | 26-9 100-0
1946 1 3-8 0-1 3-4 5.0 34-4 8-3 66 12-5 26-1 100-0
1947 1 4-2 0-2 2.5 2-9| 42.8 8-1 6-2 10-7 22-3 100-0
1948 1 4-2 0.7 1.12f 3-1 45-2 6-9 4.8 9.5 245 1000

1 A Divorce Court was established in Prince Edward Island in 1945 and figures for 1946, 1947 and 1948
are shown in the third column. 2 By anew rule adopted in August, 1948, a Deeree Nisi becomqs
absolute at the end of three months. As a result, 2 number of divorces will not become effective until
the following year.

Section 9.—Vital Statistics of Yukon and the Northwest
Territories

The vital statistics of Yukon and the Northwest Territories have been collected
since 1924. These statistics are not presented with those of the nine provinces
in the tables of this Chapter, because the figures are not considered complete in that
the personal particulars in many cases are not available, and the small and varying
population of each year is not accurately known.



