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Birthplaces of Parents.—Table 20 shows the numbers and percentages of 
children whose parents were born in Canada and other countries. The proportion 
of children born to British-born and to foreign-born parents is decreasing. This 
is the result of the smaller immigration of recent years. 

20.—Live Births, by Nativity of Parents, 1945-48 

Coun t ry of B i r t h of Pa ren t s 
and Yea r 

N u m b e r s Percentages 
Coun t ry of B i r t h of Pa ren t s 

and Yea r F a t h e r Mother Both 
Parents F a t h e r Mother Both 

Parents 

Canada (exclusive of t h e Terr i tor ies) 1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

Commonwea l t h (other t han Canada) 1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

Uni t ed Sta tes 1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

1946 
1947 
1948 

1946 
1947 
1948 

240,868 
280,169 
307,293 
297,939 

13,828 
16,106 
16,814 
15,100 

6,827 
7,089 
7,217 
6,658 

14,112 
13,639 
13,107 
12,425 

13,095 
13,729 
14,663 
15,185 

262,008 
297,886 
317,762 
311,661 

11,544 
17,261 
24,725 
19,510 

6,035 
6,574 
6,631 
6,433 

8,529 
8,503 
9,434 
9,127 

614 
508 
542 
576 

226,931 
259,953 
278,810 
274,454 

1,871 
2,204 
2,511 
2,443 

988 
843 
811 
739 

4,265 
3,790 
3,318 
3,408 

34 
15 
21 
27 

83-4 
84-7 
85-6 
85-8 

4-8 
4-9 
4-7 
4-3 

2-4 
2-1 
2-0 
1-9 

4-9 
4-1 
3-7 
3-6 

4-5 
4-2 
4-1 
4.4 

90-7 
90-1 
88-5 
89-7 

4-0 
5-2 
6-9 
5-6 

2-1 
2-0 
1-8 
1-9 

3 0 
2-6 
2-6 
2-6 

0-2 
0-2 
0-2 
0-2 

78-6 
78-6 
77-6 
79-0 

0-6 
0-7 
0-7 
0-7 

0-3 
0-3 
0-2 
0-2 

1-5 
1-1 
0-9 
1-0 

T o t a l s 1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

288,730 
330,732 
359,094 
347,307 

288,730 
330,732 
359,094 
317,307 

234,089' 
266,8051 
285,4711 
281,0711 

100 0 
100 0 
100 0 
100 0 

100- 0 
100 0 
100 0 

ieo-e 

8111 
80-71 
79-51 
80-91 

i These figures or percentages are of the children whose fathers and mothers were born in the same 
country. The difference between this figure and the total number of births represents the number of 
children whose parents were born in different countries. 

Racial or Ethnic Origins of Parents.—A person's origin is usually traced 
through the father. For example, if the father is English and the mother French, 
the person's origin is said to be English. Illegitimate children, however, are usually 
classified by the origin of their mother, since the particulars of the father are seldom 
known. 

Table 21 shows that about 60 p.c. of Canadian children are born to parents 
who are of the same racial or ethnic origin. 

21.—Live Births to Parents of Specified Origins, 1945-48 
(Exclusive of the Territories) 

Origin of Parents 
and Year 

English. 

Irish. 

.1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

.1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

Numbers 

Father 

54,711 
69,421 
78,247 
72,612 
25,871 
31,953 
36,003 
33,737 

Mother 

59,412 
7.5,423 
86,078 
78,991 
26,069 
31,863 
35,567 
33,-762 

Both 
Parents 

31,522 
40,130 
45,109 
41,207 
.8,521 
9,879 

10,742 
10-, 187-

Percentages 

Father 

18-9 
21 0 
21-8 
20-9 
9 0 
9-7 

10-0 
9-7 

Mother 
Both 

Parents 

20-6 10-9 
22-8 12-1 
24-0 12-6 
22-7 11-9 

9-0 3-0 
9-6 3-0 
9-9 3-0 
9-7 2 4 


