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Scenic and Recreational Parks.—The scenic and recreational parks include
regions of unsurpassed grandeur in the Rocky and Selkirk Mountains of Western
Canada. Among these are: Banff, Jasper and Waterton Lakes National Parks in
Alberta, on the eastern slope of the Rockies; Kootenay and Yoho Parks in British
Columbia, on the western slope of the Rockies; and Glacier and Mount Revelstoke
Parks (also in British Columbia), in the Selkirks. While these parks bear a general
resemblance to one another, each possesses individual characteristics and phenomena,
varying fauna and flora and different types of scenery. Banff Park contains the
famous resorts, Banff and Lake Louise, and in Jasper Park is the well-known tourist
centre, Jasper. Direct connection between these points is provided by the BanffJasper Highway, which was completed and opened for travel in 1940.
Eastward from the mountains are found Prince Albert National Park in Saskatchewan, a typical example of the forest-and-lake country bordering the northwestern
plains region, and Riding Mountain National Park in Manitoba, a well-timbered
area dotted with numerous lakes, and at a general altitude of 2,000 feet above sealevel. In Ontario are three small park units established primarily as recreational
areas. They are Point Pelee, Georgian Bay Islands and St. Lawrence Islands
National Parks.
In the Maritime Provinces, two remarkable areas have been established as
National Parks. Cape Breton Highlands National Park, situated in the northern
part of Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, has an area of 390 square miles. Its
rugged and picturesque shore line, indented by numerous bays and coves, and
its rolling mountainous interior provide a delightful setting reminiscent of Scotland.
Girdled on its eastern, northern and western sides by a spectacular highway called
the Cabot Trail, and possessing such features as trails, beaches, tennis courts, and a
golf links, the park offers many diversions to the visitor. Prince Edward Island
National Park, containing an area of 7 square miles, extends for a distance of about
25 miles along the northern shore of the island province. Its chief attractions are
magnificent sand beaches which permit salt-water bathing under ideal conditions.
The Park also contains "Green Gables", the farmhouse made famous by the novels
of L. M. Montgomery. A fine golf links, tennis courts, camp-grounds and marine
drives enhance its attractions.
Gatineau Park.—Gatineau Park differs from the other National Parks by being
under the administration and control of the Federal District Commission, a body
established in 1899 by Parliament for the beautification and improvement of Ottawa
and environs. It is situated in the Province of Quebec about 8 air miles from the
Federal Capital. It comprises at present about 16,000 acres of wooded hills, valleys,
lakes and streams located in the southerly fringe of the Laurentians, the oldest
mountains in Canada, and is being preserved in its natural state for the enjoyment
of the public.
The park is a game sanctuary. Deer, bear, fox, beaver, mink, raccoon and
other fur-bearing animals are quite numerous. Well-located trails, picnic spots
and camping sites afford the maximum of pleasure and healthful recreation for
the many thousands who patronize this beautiful natural park located at the very
doorstep of Canada's capital city. Gatineau Park furnishes excellent opportunities
for the enjoyment of skiing and is the principal centre in the Ottawa district for
this popular winter sport.
In the further development of this park, it is expected that its area will be
increased to 30,000 acres, that overnight cabins will be provided and that shelters,
refectories, bath-houses and other essential structures will be added.

