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TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

while providing competition for all forms of rail transportation, has affected electric
railways more seriously than steam railways. The dependence of the former upon
short-distance passenger traffic renders them particularly susceptible to the coms-
petition of motor vehicles. Since the War of 1914-18, a number of electric railways
have been abandoned, first main track mileage has declined 33 p.c. since 1925, and
even in the larger cities electric railways generally have been obliged to increase
their tarifts owing to the slow growth or actual decline of traffic.

Subsection 1.—Equipment of Electric Railways.

Track mileage of electric railways has been gradually decreasing in recent years-
Very little new construction has taken place; on the other hand, systems or parts
of systems are being abandoned.

24.—Mileage and Equipment of Electric Railways, 1935-38.

Item. 1935. | 1936. | 1937. | 1938. Ttem. 1935. | 1936. | 1937, 1 1938.
Track Mileage— miles. | miles. | miles. | miles. No. | No. | No. | No.
Length of first Passenger Cars—
main track......[ 1,268 | 1,247 | 1,222 | 1,154 osed............. 3,395 (3,329 (3,303 | 3,358
Length of second Open............... 21 17 13 13
main track..... 558 553 549 539 | Combination passen-
ger and baggage. . 11 9 13 10
Totals, MainTrack] 1,826 | 1,800 { 1,771 | 1,693 | Without electrical
Length of sidings| equipment........ 280 | 250 | 249 184
and turnouts. ... 270 272 267 264
Torals, PASSENGER
ToraLs, CoMPUTED ARS, s s 03 5 3,707 {3,605 3,578 | 3,565
a8 SiNagLe Track| 2,096 | 2,072 | 2,038 | 1,957
Baggage, express, No. No. No. No. Snow ploughs........ 69 72 71 74
and mail cars..... 23 23 24 23 || Sweepers............ 162 [ 162 | 161 170
BUSCS s wuun swvarars stavs 552 605 653 760 || Trackless trolley cars| Nil 7 7 13
Freight cars........ 270 206 203 201 || Trucks.............. 1 21 3 109
Locomotives....... 46 46 46 47 || Miscellaneous........ 340 | 348 | 344 237

1 None reported.

Subsection 2.—Finances of Electric Railways.

The funded debt of electric railways has been reduced very little since 1930,
although capital stock has been reduced almost one-third. Between 1930 and 1938

gross earnings were reduced 22 p.c., but operating expenses were cut 25 p.c.

operating ratio has been below 70 p.c. since 1934.

25.—Financial Statistics of Electric Railways, 1929-38.

Note.—Available figures for the years 1901-07 are given at pp. 608 and 609 of the 1926 Year Book; for
the years 1908-18 at pp. 681 and 682 of the 1936 Year Book; and for 1919-28 at p. 665 of the 1938 Year Book.
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