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The provincial reformative and corrective institutions, industrial schools and 
farms may be considered to have a common origin with the penitentiaries. During 
the period after 1867, when the penitentiaries passed under Dominion jurisdiction, 
the Provincial Governments laid the basis of the present reformative system. 
These institutions are intermediate between the common gaols and the peniten­
tiaries, and are provided with facilities for the education and improvement of the 
morals of the inmates. Some of the early institutions of this type were: St .-Vincent 
de Paul Reformatory for boys in Quebec, which existed prior to 1864; the Andrew 
Mercer Reformatory for women and girls at Toronto, Ontario, opened in 1879 and 
the Boys' Industrial Home at East Saint John, New Brunswick, established in 1873. 
Such reformative and corrective institutions are maintained either directly by the 
Provincial Governments or religious and other organizations subsidized from the 
provincial treasuries. They care primarily for juvenile delinquents and adults who 
are not hardened criminals, while recidivists beyond reform or those guilty of major 
crimes and sentenced to a long period of imprisonment are sent to penitentiaries. 

1.—Number of Institutions in Canada, by Provinces, 1934. 
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