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been broadened and intensified in recent years, Canada today offers to the pros-
pector the largest and most promising extent of mineral-bearing territory that
anywhere remains unprospected. The opinion is often advanced that Canada is
likely to become one theleading mineral-producing countries of the world, and
considerable grotmd for this assumption is found in the fact that the Dominion con-
taing 16 p.c. of the world’s known coal resources, has greater asbestos and nickel
deposits than any other country and ranks third in the production of gold, while the
diversity of mineral endowment is indicated by the fact that the three main divisions,
metallic, non-metallic and clay products and structural materials, include some 60 prin-
cipal items, 22 of wbicbh had each in 1923 a production valued at $1,000,000 or over.

The mineral production of Canada has increased from $172,000,000 in 1921 to
$273,446,000 in 1928, an increase of $100,000,000 or 59 p.c. it 7 years, a greater
proportional inerease than in any other major branch of production during that time.
In view of the developments now taking place on properties with proven reserves of
immense mineral wealth not yet developed to full production, it seems certain that
the mineral production of Canada will continue to increase rapidly. The proportions
which this production has already attained make it a very important factor in the
expansion of the wealth and prosperity of the whole Dominion. Figures of tofal
production fail to convey a correct impression of the magnitude of the industry, on
account of the diversity of the product and of the units involved, while the varying
prices attendant upon fluctuating market conditions vitiate comparisons on the
value basis. As commeodity prices reached a peak in 1920 and have subsequently
fallen greatly, production computed in ferms of value is not a fair basis for com-
parison. In spite of this, the total value of mineral production in 1928 exceeded
by 845,000,000 the record of 1920.

Subsection 1.—General Statistics of Mineral Production.

In Table 1 will be found the total value of the minerals produced in Canada
in each year since 1886, while Table 2 gives the details of the mineral production
of 1926 and 1927, with the percentages of increase or decrease in the latter year.
An interesting comparison of the mineral production of the {wo years, as to quantities
and values, is furnished in Table 3, which shows that the increase of 2-9 p.c. in the
value of product in the latter year, as compared with the former, occurred in spite of
a decline of 4-8 p.c. in average prices. Had all prices been the same in 1927 as in
1926 _the increase in value due to increased quantities would have been 7-7 p.c.

1.—Value of Mineral Production In Canada, calendar years 1556-1928,

Value Value Value
Calendar | 4. Calendar Calendar
otal Value. | per Total Valae, | per Tolal Valus. | per
Years. capita. Years, capita, Years. cnpita.
13 $ § $ H
2.0 ) 1000...... 64,420,877 12-4 128,863,075 1675
2.23 | 1904..... 45,797,911 1216 137,109,171 1744
2067 [| 1902..... 63,231,836 | 11-30 177,201,534 2205
2.96 | 1003..... 41,740,513 10-83 189,648,821 23-18
3-50 | 1004. ..., 6%, 082,771 10-27 211,301,847 25-38
3-82 | 1905..... 69,078,099 | 11-49 175 636,380 20-84
3-39| 1wod..... 79,286,447 12-81 227,859,665 26-40
404 p 1907. ..., 86, 365, 13-35 17] 923,342 19-66
3-98 | 1908..... 85, 557,141 1316 , 397,242 20-61
4-08 [ 1009. .... 91,831,441 13-70 214 074,331 2357
4:38 1 1810..... 06,823,621 | 1544 209,583, 406 22-72
5-49 | 1911..... 143,220,904 | 14-32 225,583,333 24-20
732 | 1612... .. 135,048,206 { 1832 240,437,123 25-81
9270 1813... .. 145,634,812 1 19-35 247,354, 095 25.97
273,446,864 28-3%

1Bubject. to revision.



