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48.- -Occupationg of the Gainfully Employed Female Population of Canada, Numbers 
and Percentages, 1891,1901,1911 and 1931. 

Occupational Groups. 

Agriculture 
Building trades 
Domestic and personal service 
Civil and municipal government.. 
Fishing and hunting 
Forestry 
Manufactures 
Mining 
Miscellaneous 
Professional 
Trade and merchandising 
Transportation 

Total Females Gainfully Em­
ployed 

Grand total females 10 years and 
over 

P.c. of gainfully employed to grand 
total 

1891. 

No. 

12,194 

101,654 
767 
204 

52,251 
3 

20,051 
7,918 

948 

195,990 

1,770,877 

11-1 

Numbers. 

No. 

8,936 
43 

111.197 
892 
28 

60,219 
4 

39 
38,320 
17,162 
1,109 

337,919 

1,981,780 

12-0 

1911. 

No. 

15,887 
211 

138,879 
4,073 

265 
13 

98,561 
61 

57,835 
42,184 
6,852 

364,821 

2,548,743 

14-3 

1921. 

No. 

17,912 
627 

134,632 
12,582 

51 
7 

106,410 
203 

118,670 
77,911 
21,145 

490,150 

3,209,998 

15-2 

Percentages. 

1891. 1901. 1911. 1921 

p.c 

6-2 

51-9 
0-4 
0 1 

10-2 
4-0 
0-5 

100 0 

p.c. 

3-8 

46-7 
0-4 

25-3 

16-1 
7-2 
0-5 

100 0 

p.c 

4-4 

38-1 
1-1 

27-0 

15 
11-6 
1 

109-0 

p.c. 

3-7 
0-1 

27-5 
2-6 

21-7 

24-2 
15-9 
4-3 

100 0 

Occupations of the People, by Age Groups.—Statistics of male and lemale 
workers for the main industrial classifications are presented by age groups in Table 
49. 

Of the total male population 10 years of age and over, 77-5 p.c. was gainfully 
employed, as compared with 15-3 p.c. of the female population of these same ages; 
in order to determine the total number of occupied females, however, it would be 
necessary to include those employed in the maintenance of their homes and the 
care of their children, who are not ordinarily gainfully occupied persons. In 1921, 
the married women numbered 1,631,761, or over half the total female population 
of 10 years and over. 

The proportion of male workers rose from 2-1 p.c. of the total male population 
in the group 10-13 years to 96-7 p.c. in the 35-49 class, declining to 58-4 p.c. in the 
group 65 years and over. In the female population, the number of gainfully occu­
pied formed 0-3 p.c. of the girls from 10 to 13, the proportion rising steadily to its 
maximum of 38 • 8 p.c. among those aged 18 and 19. The number leaving the general 
labour market upon marriage caused the ratio of gainfully occupied women to 
decline to 35-1 p.c. in the 20-24 group and to 17-2 p.c. among those aged from 25 
to 34 years. The percentage in the next age groups were even smaller, until only 
6-2 p.c. of females aged 65 years and over were gainfully employed. This propor­
tion is in striking contrast with the 58-4 p.c. of male workers in the same age group. 

A study of this table shows that agriculture employed the greatest proportion 
of the male workers at all ages; this ratio was, however, higher among the young 
and the old than among those in the middle groups. In the 10-13 class, 81 p.c. 
of the occupied boys were on farms, a proportion that showed successive declines 
in the next age groups, until only 33-1 p.c. of male workers aged 25 to 34 years 
old were enumerated as agriculturists. This percentage then rose steadily, reaching 
slightly over 50 p.c. among occupied men of 65 and over. In connection with the 
younger agricultural workers, it should be pointed out that between 81 p.c. and 
85-0 p.c. of those aged 10 to 15 are classified as "farmers' sons", and that the school 
attendance laws are of necessity generally less rigidly enforced in the rural districts 
than in the cities. 


