
114 POPULATION 

"When the changes in the racial distribution of the population during the first 
two decades of the century are considered, one of the most notable features is the 
increase in the population of English race from 23-47 p.c. in 1901 to 25-30 p.c. in 
1911 and 28-96 p.c. in 1921. The Irish element in the population has declined 
from 18-41 p.c. in 1901 to 14-58 p.c. in 1911 and 12-61 p.c. in 1921, and the Scottish 
from 14-90 in 1901 to 13-85 in 1911 and 13-35 in 1921. The total population of the 
British races was 57-03 p.c. in 1901, 54-08 p.c. in 1911, and 55-40 p.c. in 1921. 
The other great racial element in the population is the French, which constituted 
30-70 p.c. of the total population in 1901, 28-52 p.c. in 1911 and 27-91 p.c. in 1921. 
Thus 87-73 p.c. of the population were in 1901 of the two great racial stocks, 82-60 
p.c. in 1911 and 83-31 p.c. in 1921. So, taking the twenty years from 1901 to 1921, 
there has been a decline in the percentage of the British and French racial elements 
to the total population. 

This decline has been due in the main to the immigration of continental Euro­
peans to Canada during the past twenty years, which have seen the growth of the 
Scandinavian element in our population from 0-58 to 1-90 p.c, of the Hebrews 
from 0-30 p.c. to 1-44 p.c, and of the Italians from 0-20 to 0-76 p.c. The popula­
tion of German race, if we may accept the statistics furnished, has declined from 
5-78 p.c. of the total in 1901 to 3-35 p.c, but on the other hand, the Dutch have 
increased from 0-63 p.c. in 1901 to 1-34 p.c. in 1921. Altogether, the percentage 
of the total population of European racial origin, other than British and French, 
increased from 8-51 p.c of the total in 1901 to 14-15 p.c in 1921. 

Asiatic immigration to Canada in the past twenty years has been responsible 
for the increase of the Asiatic population from 0-44 p.c. to 0-75 p.c. of the popu­
lation. In the same period the population of Negro origin has declined from 0-32 
p.c. to 0-21 p.c. of the total, and that of Indian origin from 2-38 p.c. to 1-26 p.c. 

Details of the racial distribution of the people at each census are given by 
actual numbers and by percentages in Tables 27 and 28 respectively. 
27 Origins of the People according to the Census of 1871, 1881, 1901, 1911 and 1931. 

NOTE .—The figures for 1871 are for the four original provinces (Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nora 
Scotia) only. Origins were not recorded in 1891. 

Origins. 1871. 1881. 1901. 1911. 1921. 

British— 
English 
Irish 

Other 

No. 

706,369 
846,414 
549,946 

7,773 

No. 

881,301 
957,403 
699,863 

9,947 

No. 

1,260,899 
988,721 
800,154 
13,421 

No. 

1,823,150 
1,050,384 

997,880 
25,571 

No. 

2.545,496 
1,107,817 
1,173,637 

41,953 

Total British 2,110,502 2,548,514 3,063,195 3,896,985 4,868,90S 
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2,054,890 
42,535 
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1,082,940 

29,662 

202,991 

125 

23,035 
1,035 
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1,298,929 
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254,319 

667 

108,547 
1,849 

21,394 

1,649,371 
10,947 
2,994 

354 
17,312 

33,845 
2,502 

310,501 
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16,131 
1,549 

127,9411 

10,834 
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17,437 
6,285 

2,054,890 
42,535 
9,593 
5,875 

27,774 

54,986 
15,497 

393,320 
3,594 

75,681 
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105,492 
45,411 
9,021 

16,877 
33,365 
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Czech (Bohemian and Moravian) 
Dutch 

1,082,940 

29,662 

202,991 

125 

23,035 
1,035 

21,496 

1,298,929 

4,383 
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254,319 

667 
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21,394 

1,649,371 
10,947 
2,994 

354 
17,312 

33,845 
2,502 

310,501 
291 

16,131 
1,549 

127,9411 

10,834 
4,738 

17,437 
6,285 

2,054,890 
42,535 
9,593 
5,875 

27,774 

54,986 
15,497 

393,320 
3,594 

75,681 
11,605 

105,492 
45,411 
9,021 

16,877 
33,365 

39,587 
8,840 

117,506 

German 

1,082,940 

29,662 

202,991 

125 

23,035 
1,035 

21,496 

1,298,929 

4,383 

30,412 

254,319 

667 

108,547 
1,849 

21,394 

1,649,371 
10,947 
2,994 

354 
17,312 

33,845 
2,502 

310,501 
291 

16,131 
1,549 

127,9411 

10,834 
4,738 

17,437 
6,285 

2,054,890 
42,535 
9,593 
5,875 

27,774 

54,986 
15,497 

393,320 
3,594 

75,681 
11,605 

105,492 
45,411 
9,021 

16,877 
33,365 

21,494 
294,636 

5,740 
126.195 
13.181 

1,082,940 

29,662 

202,991 

125 

23,035 
1,035 

21,496 

1,298,929 

4,383 

30,412 

254,319 

667 

108,547 
1,849 

21,394 

1,649,371 
10,947 
2,994 

354 
17,312 

33,845 
2,502 

310,501 
291 

16,131 
1,549 

127,9411 

10,834 
4,738 

17,437 
6,285 

2,054,890 
42,535 
9,593 
5,875 

27,774 

54,986 
15,497 

393,320 
3,594 

75,681 
11,605 

105,492 
45,411 
9,021 

16,877 
33,365 

110,814 

1,082,940 

29,662 

202,991 

125 

23,035 
1,035 

21,496 

1,298,929 

4,383 

30,412 

254,319 

667 

108,547 
1,849 

21,394 

1,649,371 
10,947 
2,994 

354 
17,312 

33,845 
2,502 

310,501 
291 

16,131 
1,549 

127,9411 

10,834 
4,738 

17,437 
6,285 

2,054,890 
42,535 
9,593 
5,875 

27,774 

54,986 
15,497 

393,320 
3,594 

75,681 
11,605 

105,492 
45,411 
9,021 

16,877 
33,365 

66,769 

1,082,940 

29,662 

202,991 

125 

23,035 
1,035 

21,496 

1,298,929 

4,383 

30,412 

254,319 

667 

108,547 
1,849 

21,394 

1,649,371 
10,947 
2,994 

354 
17,312 

33,845 
2,502 

310,501 
291 

16,131 
1,549 

127,9411 

10,834 
4,738 

17,437 
6,285 

2,054,890 
42,535 
9,593 
5,875 

27,774 

54,986 
15,497 

393,320 
3,594 

75,681 
11,605 

105,492 
45,411 
9,021 

16,877 
33,365 

15,86* 

Polish 

1,082,940 

29,662 

202,991 

125 

23,035 
1,035 

21,496 

1,298,929 

4,383 

30,412 

254,319 

667 

108,547 
1,849 

21,394 

1,649,371 
10,947 
2,994 

354 
17,312 

33,845 
2,502 

310,501 
291 

16,131 
1,549 

127,9411 

10,834 
4,738 

17,437 
6,285 

2,054,890 
42,535 
9,593 
5,875 

27,774 

54,986 
15,497 

393,320 
3,594 

75,681 
11,605 

105,492 
45,411 
9,021 

16,877 
33,365 

18,291 
53,403 

1 Includes "half-breeds" 


