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three-month period, in accordance with the agreement by which quarterly adjust-
ments are made, corresponding to changes in the cost of living. In southeastern
British Columbia and southern Alberta there were no changes in wage rates down
to 1924, although the average earnings of contract miners declined in 1922, to
recover partly in 1923. In Nova Scotia rates were reduced substantially early
in 1922, but were increased later in the year. In 1924 there was an increase in
Nova Scotia in January, while in October decreases occurred in Alberts and Van-
couver island. In 1925 further decreases ocourred in all three areas. In December,
1925, increases were given in some mines in Alberta of about 5 p.c. for certain
classes.

In factory labour, there were considerable decreases in wages in 1921 and again
in 1922, but there were slight increases in 1923 and 1924, while in 1925 some factory
labour was slightly higher and some slightly lower.

In Table 25 will be found a summary of the wage rates paid to different groups
of steam railway employees in Canada in the years 1920-26, the last column showing
the rates payable as from Dec. I, 1926, Wage-rates in the coal mines of Nova
Scotia, Alberta and British Columbia, are given for the same years in Table 26.
Sample rates of wages in miscellaneous factory trades and in unskilled factory
labour are shown in Tables 27 and 28. Rates of wages and hours of labour in
various trades in certain cities of Canada are presented in Table 29; these illustrate
to some extent the higher rates of wages paid in the larger cities than in the smaller,
and the generally higher rates in the West than in the East.
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