
178 POPULATION 

Oriental Immigrants.—The immigration to Canada of labourers belonging 
to the Asiatic races, able because of their low standard of living to underbid the 
white man in selling his labour, is fundamentally an economic rather than a racial 
problem, affecting most of all those portions of the country which are nearest to the 
East and the classes which feel their economic position threatened. A record of 
Oriental immigration since the commencement of the century is given in Table 9. 

9.— Record of Oriental Immigration, 1901-192( 
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1 Nine months. 

Chinese Immigrants.—As a result of the influx of Chinese into Canada, leg­
islation was passed in 1885 (48-49 Vict., c. 71), providing that thereafter Chinese of 
the labouring class should be required as a condition of their entry into Canada to 
pay a head tax of $50 each; on Jan. 1, 1901 (62-64 Vict., c. 32), this amount 
was increased to $100 and on Jan. 1, 1904 (3 Edw. VII, c. 8) to $500. This tax 
was paid by Chinese immigrants, with the exception of consular officers, merchants 
and clergymen and their families, tourists, men of science, students and teachers, a 
record showing the number of Chinese admitted who paid the tax, the number 
exempt from it and the revenue realized being given by years from 1886 in Table 10. 

The Chinese Immigration Act of 1923 (13-14 Geo. V, c. 38) restricts the entry 
to or landing in Canada of persons of Chinese origin or descent, irrespective of 
allegiance or citizenship, other than government representatives, Chinese children 
bom in Canada, merchants (denned by what regulations the Minister of Immigra­
tion and Colonization may prescribe) and students—the last two classes to possess 
passports issued by the Government of China and endorsed by a Canadian immi­
gration officer. As a result, no Chinese were admitted to the country as immigrants 
in the fiscal years ended 1925 and 1926. 


