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French-speaking Population.—French, the second official language of the 
Dominion, was spoken in 1921 by 1,997,074 persons of 10 years old and over, or 
29-89 p.c. of the total population of these ages. Of these, 1,070,752 also spoke 
Enghsh as a second language, 4,838 spoke their mother tongue other than English 
as a second language and 43,970 spoke English as well as their mother tongue and 
French, while 877,514 spoke French only, being about 13 p.c. of the total population 
of 10 years old and over. Statistics of the French-speaking population are given 
by racial origins in Table 45, from which it appears that in 1921, 182,633 persons 
belonging to the British races, 13,196 Hebrews, 10,163 Belgians and 10,138 Italians 
were able to speak French. 

45. -Numbers of the Population of 10 Years old and over able to speak French, 
by Racial Origins, 1931. 
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14.—Blind and Deaf-Mutes. 

In recent censuses, questions have been inserted to secure particulars con­
cerning the blind and the deaf-mutes in Canada, the instructions to enumerators 
in the 1921 census being as follows:— 

"Blind.—Include as Blind any person w h o cannot see well enough to r ead even w i t h t h e aid of glasses. 
T h e test in t h e case of infants and generally lor persons under 14 mus t be w h e t h e r t h e y can dist inguish 
forms and objects ; t h e s ame tes t should be applied to older persons who are i l l i te ra te . D o not include any 
person who is blind in one eye on ly . " 

"Deaf-mutes.—Include as Deaf-mutes (1) any child under 8 years of age who is to ta l ly deaf and (2) 
any older person who has been to ta l ly deaf from chi ldhood. In general m a k e a record only of persons w h o 
cannot hear nor t a l k . " 


