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6.—Representation in the House of Commons 
1867-1926. 

as at Dominion General Elections, 

Proviii ces. 1867. 1872. 1874 1878 1882. 1887. 1891. 1896. 1900. 1904. 1908. 1911. 1917. 1921. 1925.1 
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1 The representation at the general election of 1926 was the same as in 1925. 

The Unit of Representation.—While the number of members of the House 
of Commons has been growing fairly steadily since Confederation, the unit of 
representation—one sixty-fifth of the population of Quebec within its 1911 bound­
aries—has also been increased after each census in consequence of the expanding 
population of Quebec. The units of representation, as determined by the decennial 
censuses taken since Confederation, are as follows:—1871, 18,331 persons; 1881. 
20,908; 1891, 22,901; 1901, 25,368; 1911, 30,819; 1921, 36,283. 

The Representation Act, 1924.—As a result of the census of 1921, the Repre­
sentation Act of 1924 (14-15 Geo. V, c. 63), was passed to readjust the representation 
in the House of Commons. Considerable changes were necessarily made in the 
boundaries of the theretofor-e existing constituencies, and a list of such changes 
was given on p. 73 of the 1924 Year Book. A complete list of the constituencies, 
with the voters on the list and votes polled at the general election of Sept. 14, 
1926, together with the names and addresses of those then elected to the Lower 
House of the sixteenth Parliament of Canada, will be found in the appendix to 
this volume, immediately preceding the index. A similar list of the members of 
the Lower House of the fifteenth Parliament of Canada was published at pp. 1053-
1057 of the 1925 Year Book. 

5.—The Dominion Franchise.2 

It was provided by the B.N.A. Act, 1867, that, until otherwise directed by 
Parliament, elections to the House of Commons should be governed by the electoral 
laws of the several provinces. The qualifications of electors for Dominion purposes 
consequently remained the same for both Dominion and provincial elections until, 
in 1885, Parliament legislated on the subject by passing the Electoral Franchise 
Act (1885, c. 40). That Act defined a uniform qualification for voters throughout 
Canada for Dominion purposes, the basis of this new franchise being the ownership 
or occupation of land of a specified value, although the sons of owners, and parti-

2 Contributed by Oliver Mowat Biggar, K.C., Chief Electoral Officer. 


