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§.—Representation 1o the House of fommons as at Dominion General Elections,

867-1028.

Provioces, 1867|1872, | 1874|1875 |1882 [1887.|L80] {1890, (1900, (1904, |1503, | 1411, 4617|1621, |1925.1
Ontario, ........... 82| 88| S8 s | 92| e2! Q2| 923 92| 86| 86| 8C | 82| 82 82
Quebee. .. ... ... 65| 65| 66| 65| 65| 65 60| 6% | 65| 66| 65| 65| 65| 65 6%
Nova Stotia....... 19 21 F1 0 1| 21 21| 21| 20| 204 18| 18| 18| 16| 18] 14
New Brunswicl:... 5 16| 16| 16) 16| 16| 16| 4| 4 13| 18] 18| 11| 11| 1]
Manitoba. .. ... ... - 4 4 4 5 5 ] 7 Tl W@ 1) 14| 15| 15| 17
British Culumbiﬁ. g - L] 8 § ] ] 6 § 6 7 7 Tl 13| 12]
P.E.Island........| - - [ 6 6 [ 6 5 3 4 1 F 4 4 4
Baskatchewan..... - - - - 0| 1| 16| 16| 21
Alberta....,........ - - -1 - } G T R Nl R N VY IR P
Tuken............. - - - - - - 1 1 1 1 1 i

Total. ......... 181 | 200 | 206 | 206 | 201 | 218 | 215 | 213 | 203 | 204 | WL | A | 2G5 | W5 | 5

1 The representation at the geaeral eleztion of 1926 was the same as in 1925,

The Unit of Representation.—While the number of metnbers of the House
of Commons has been growing fairly steadily since Confederation, the unit of
representation—one sixty-fifth of the population of Quebec within its 1911 bound-
aries—has also been increaged after each census in consequence of the expanding
population of Quebee. The units of representation, as determined by the decennial
censuses taken since Confederation, are as follows:—1871, 18,331 persons; 1881,
20,908; 1891, 22,901; 1901, 25,368; 1911, 30,519; 1921, 36,283.

The Representation Act, 1924.—As a resul{ of the census of 1821, the Repre-
sentation Act of 1924 (14-15 Geo. V, c. 63}, was passed to readjust the represenigation
in the House of Commons. Considerable changes were necessarily made in the
boundaries of the theretofore existing constituencies, and a list of such changes
was given on p. 78 of the 1924 Year Book. A complete list of the constituencies,
with the voters on the list and votes polled at the general election of Sept. 14,
1928, together with the names and addresses of those then elected to the Lower
House of the sixteenth Parliament of Canada, will be found in the appendix to
this volume, immediately preceding the index. A similar list of the members of
the Lower House of the fifteenth Parliament of Canada was published at pp. 1053-
1057 of the 1925 Year Book.

5.—The Dominion Franchise.?

It was provided by the B.N.A. Act, 1867, that, uniil otherwise directed by
Parliament, elections to the House of Commons should be governed by the electoral
laws of the several provinces. The qualifications of electors for Dominion purposes
consequently remained the same for both Dominion and provincial elections uatil,
in 1885, Parliament legislated on the subject by passing the Electoral Franchise
Act (1885, ¢. 40). That Act defined a uniform qualification for voters throughout
Canada for Dominion purposes, the basis of this new franchize being the ownership
or occupation of land of a specified value, although the sons of owners, and parti-

t Coniributed by Oliver Mowat Biggar, E.C., Chief Electoral Cfficer.



