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A G R I C U L T U R E 

Production of Flax Fibre in Ontario, 1916.—According to informa­
tion furnished by the Economic Fibre Production Division of the 
Dominion Experimental Farms, the area under flax grown for fibre in 
Ontario during 1916 was 5,200 acres. From this area were produced 
300 tons of dressed flax fibre valued at $600 per ton, or $180,000; 75 tons 
of fine tow valued at $200 per ton, or $15,000; 100 tons of upholsterers' 
tow valued at $50 per ton, or $5,000, and 25,000 bushels of flaxseed 
valued at $3 per bushel or $75,000. In addition about 800 tons of flax 
straw, valued at $15 per ton, or $12,000, were held over. The crop 
of flax fibre produced in Ontario during 1916 was the poorest on record, 
late sowing and subsequent dry weather being responsible. About 20 
p.c. of the flax fibre produced in Ontario is consumed at home; 20 p.c. 
is exported to Ireland and the balance to the United States. All the 
surplus flaxseed not needed for re-sowing in Ontario, and which was of 
good quality, was exported to Ireland. This amounted to some 10,000 
bushels. There are small areas of flax grown for fibre in parts of Que­
bec and New Brunswick, but the production in Canada outside of 
Ontario is negligible.1 

Tobacco.—The Tobacco Division of the Dominion Experimental 
Farms reported that the season of 1916 in Canada was not favourable 
for the growing of the tobacco plant as a whole, the summer being 
rather cool. The acreage was greatly curtailed owing to a very cold 
and wet June, which prevented the farmers in many instances from 
preparing the fields for the tobacco. In Ontario the average yield 
was greatly reduced owing to the larger acreage planted in flue-cured 
tobacco, which, as a rule, yields much less than 1,000 lb. to the acre, 
while the Burley yields from 1,200 to 1,500 lb. The acreage and yield 
of tobacco in Quebec and Ontario for the season of 1916, as compared 
with 1914 and 1915, were estimated as in Table 13. 

13.—Estimated Areas and Yields of Tobacco in Canada, 1914-1916. 

Provinces. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1914. 1915. 1916. 

acres. 

4,750 
5,000 

acres. 

4,500 
9,000 

acres. 

2,933 
2,958 

lb. 

5,000,000 
5,000,000 

lb. 

4,050,000 
4,950,000 

lb. 

3,000,000 
2,943,000 

lb. 
per 

acre. 
950 

1,200 

lb. 
per 

acre. 
900 

1,000 

lb. 
per 

acre. 
1,023 
1,000 

acres. 

4,750 
5,000 

acres. 

4,500 
9,000 

acres. 

2,933 
2,958 

lb. 

5,000,000 
5,000,000 

lb. 

4,050,000 
4,950,000 

lb. 

3,000,000 
2,943,000 

lb. 
per 

acre. 
950 

1,200 

lb. 
per 

acre. 
900 

1,000 

lb. 
per 

acre. 
1,023 
1,000 

Total 9,750 13,500 5,891 10,000,000 9,000,000 5,943,000 1,128 1,000 1,000 9,750 13,500 5,891 10,000,000 9,000,000 5,943,000 1,128 1,000 1,000 

Agricultural Instruction Act.—Under the Agricultural Instruction 
Act, 1913 (3 Geo. V, c. 5), appropriations are annually payable by the 
Dominion Government to each of the Provincial Governments of Canada 
for the encouragement of agriculture " through education, instruction 
and demonstration carried on along lines well devised and of a continuous 
nature " and for the purpose of assisting in the work of veterinary 
colleges established in the provinces. The provincial allocation of the 

'For the production of flax fibre in Ontario in 1915, see Y.B. 1915, p. 185. 


