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NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA. 

issued by the British Columbia Department of Agriculture says of the 
Columbia-Kootenay valley: "This noble valley contains two-thirds 
more cultivable lands and much more timber and pasture lands 
than Switzerland, and in. addition possesses a wealth of minerals 
which is wholly lacking in the Swiss Republic, yet Switzerland supports 
a population of 3,500,000 and produces annually over 2,000,000 head 
of live stock, besides large quantities of butter, cheese, grains, fruits 
and vegetables." 

FIG. 6. YOUNG APPLE TREE, VALLEY OF THE SKEENA RIVER, NORTHERN B.C. 

The greater part of this valley requires irrigation to produce the 
best results, but as water is easily obtained from the rivers and lakes 
and the cups of the neighbouring hills, irrigation is not costly. Remark­
able success has been achieved in fruit growing, and the acreage of 
fruit trees is increasing very rapidly. Fruit grown in this valley has 
won many gold medals at exhibitions in England, the United States 
and Canada. Apples, peaches and prunes of the finest quality are now 
extensively produced, and, while grape growing has not been undertaken 
to the same extent, it has been proved that the best varieties of grapes 
can be grown. There are a number of small rivers and lakes in this 


