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P H Y S I C A L C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S OF C A N A D A .
ash, oak, hickory, elm and yellow birch being economically the most
important and of the widest distribution. In southern Ontario the
sycamore, the tulip-tree and the magnolia, with many species of plants,
notably Opuntia on Pelee Point, are of the Carolinian zone, and indicate
a warmer climate. Many species of birds and small mammals not
found elsewhere in Canada also occur in this region. From Lake Huron
to the prairies the flora and fauna are of the Canadian zone, but from
thence westward the flora gradually changes until in the southern parts
of Saskatchewan and Alberta it is only along streams and in marshes
that many species are seen which occur in the wooded districts. The
prairie flora of eastern Manitoba includes a large number of species
not found farther west, but very few of these are true prairie plants.
Nearly all of them are found south of the Canadian zone in eastern
Ontario, showing them clearly to be survivors from the period when the
whole of Manitoba was wooded. That they are entirely replaced farther
west by characteristic prairie species indicates the greater age of the
western prairies. The flora of the prairies of the lower Peace river region
is very like that of Manitoba, and a herd of several hundred buffalo
still finds its home there. Parts of southwestern Saskatchewan and
southern Alberta are clearly referable to the Sonoran zone. The rainfall
is light, alkali lakes and marshes are frequent, and the flora and fauna
resemble that of Arizona or New Mexico. The larger mammals of the
prairie region—antelope, badger, skunk, coyotes, kit fox and wolves—
are nowhere very abundant, and are not of great fur value. Geese,
ducks and prairie chicken abound; only few fish inhabit the lakes and
streams; suckers and jack-fish are the principal species.
British Columbia.—The
flora of the highest mountains of British Columbia is
essentially Arctic in its character, but the general alpine
flora varies greatly with the
longitude.
On the eastern
slopes of the Rockies it resembles that of Montana and
Wyoming, while in the humid
Coast range Alaskan species
predominate. The dry plateaus of the interior exhibit
many species of the Sonoran
zone, and in the Okanagan
region, where the rainfall is
light, the flora is comparable
with that of the arid parts
of southern Alberta. Though
sometimes specifically distinct, the same mammalian
genera inhabit the whole of
British Columbia, sheep,
goats, deer and grizzly bear I
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, , YOUNG MOUNTAIN GOAT AT ELEVATION OF
being t h e m o s t important.
9,000 FEET.

