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and is found in certain portions of the serpentine rocks of the
Eastern Townships of Quebec. Though its existence was
known for a number of years, no attempt to work the mineral
was made until 1878, when 50 tons were taken out, since which
time the industry has developed rapidly, and in 1889 6,113
tons were taken out, the value of which was $426,5564. The
mining is practically confined to two sections, one at Thetford
and the other at Black Lake, the two sections being about four .
miles apart. The mineral, while not suitable for millboard
and steam-packing, answers admirably for cements, paints, &c.

496. The following table, made up from returns furnished by Shipments
the producers, gives the quantity and value of shipments since $k7g o
1879. It is believed, however, that the output was sometimes
given instead of the quantity shipped, and according to returns
of shipments made by the Quebec Central Railway the aggre-
gate quantity is too high :—

SHTPMENTS OF“ASBESTOS FROM CANADIAN MINES, 1879 TO 1889,

YEAR. Quantity. | Value. YEAR. Quantity. | Value.
Tous. 8 Tons. 3
1879, ...l 300 19,500 |1 1885..... ... .... 2,440 142,441
1880.. .. .o ..., 380 | 24,700 || 1886..... .. ..... 3,458 | 206,251
188L. e, 540 . 35,100 || 1887........... .. 4,619 | 226,976
1882 oo 810 | 52,650 || 1888......... o 3,936 | 277,742
1883.. ... . 955 68,750 || 1889....... ...... 5,588 | 360,144
1884......... ..., 1,141 75,097 —
Total ....... 24,167 | 1,489,351

497. The above figures show how rapidly the production has v per
increased. Returnswere received from 18 producers, employing of pro-

575 hands. ?gg&rs,
498. There were 14 companies at work in 1890, employing 965 Companies

; . t work
hands, and the shipments were estimated on 1st November, 1gg0.

1890, at 7,000 tons.

499. There is not space in a work of this kind to take up all of Minor
the minor mineral productionsin detail. The table, at the com- muinerals.
mencement of the chapter, of mineral production in 1888 and
188.+ will be some guide to their annual value.



