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CHAPTER VII.

IMPORTS OF PHOSPHATE INTO GREAT BRITAIN, 1882-1883.
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YEAR. | Tmports
Tons. Value. Tons. Value. from
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1882 553 3 9,169 193,942 223,394 | 2,484,230 41
1883.... 18,514 324,674 276,578 ’ 3,960,615 I 67
15%84_1. 17,603 254,867 245,532 3,133408 1 7-1
1885 24,062 370,847 I 272,200 3,056,397 | &1
ABSBL. v = o co 20,237 308,985 249,884 2,564,173 81
1887 21,497 321,073 317,424 2,988,562 67
1888 .. .. 13,913 205,817 288,832 ﬁ 2,651,939 43

492. The production of phosphate in the United States in
1888, principally in the Carolinas, was 448,567 tons of 2.240
1bs., valued at $2,018,552.

493. Phosphate is a comparatively scarce mineral, and the de-
mand for it is steadily increasing ; and in view of these facts and
of the approaching exhaustion of the guano beds of Chili and
Peru the outlook for this industry in Canada is most encourag-
ing. Though the fact has not yet been thoroughly established,
the results of experiments so far go to show that phosphate
does not need to be necessarily treated with sulphuric acid in
order to make it available as plant food, but that crude phos-
phate finely pulverized has an excelient effect as a fertilizer.
This fact must necessarily enhance the value of the mineral,
and will also bring its use well within the power of small farmers,
who cannot afford to buy the high-priced fertilizers.

494. Thereare at presentonly three manufactories of fertilizers
in Canada ;in New Brunswick, Quebec and Ontario respectively,
and the amount of material returned as manufactured in 1889,
was T75 tons valued at $26,606. The value of manufactured
fertilizers imported during the year was $47,706.

495. Themineral which is produced in Canada under the head
of asbestos is in reality a form of serpentine called chrysotile,



