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CHAPTER VI.

’RODUCTION AND AREA UNDER CULTIVATION OF WHEAT IN THE
UniTED STATES, 1830-1890.

Year. Production. Area,

Bushels, Acres.
188000 5 5 wms 50 S T T T 498,549,868 37,986,717
1881, ... o L 383,280,090 37,709,020
1882, ... 504,185,470 37,067,194
IB8Bii v s s w58 H58 5o L lB o B 5 5 e e 421,086,160 36,455,593
188% ......................... 512,765,000 39,475,885
IS8y .. .. L e e e e 357,112,000 34,189,246
1886. e SREEREE B AR send a5 IEE f0d . 457,218,000 36,806,184
WsT . L 456,329,000 37,641,783
1883 ... ..., e e e 415,868,000 37,336,138
1889, LI o 190,560,000 38,123,850
T8I0 « v covnw s wwommi v %0 v s o v 5w 399,262,000 36,087,154
Total..ouieeoe o e e 1,896,215,588 408,878,773
AvOrage ...... ....... o i 45,110,508 37,170,798

* U. 8. Department of Agriculture Report, December, 1840.

The average yield per acre is only smali, and is, if anything, on
the decline, the average for the period 1870 to 1879 having
been 12:4 bushels per acre, and for that of 1880 to 1890, 12-0
bushels per acre.

880. The principal countries of Europe are the largest im-
porters of wheat, and at the present time the Kuropean mar-
kets control the price of wheat all the world over. Con-
currently with the general improvement in social conditions
and with the natural inerease in population, the demands of
these countries will have a tendency to increase, while their
own sources of home supply will remain about the same. The
foregoing figures have shown that the supply of wheat to meet
this increasing demand is, if not decreasing, at any rate
stationary, and when, in addition, it is considered that, accord-
ing to the best available statistics, the production of wheat in
the world during the last two years has been less than the
consumption, it scems certain that a marked appreciation in



