
36 Mining in Canada—Nova Scotia. 

\ «< 1 W a u* °- of the early adventurers, and the lack of capital, such remarkable results have already 
a been obtained. T h e lodes of this region, which are very regular in structure, have been shown tc 

preserve their r ichness to depths of 200 and 100 feet, and from their e enWi ra l relations there {? 

already 
„ . _ ___, , , lown to 

preserve their r ichness to depths of 200 and 300 feet, and from their geolodcal relations there is 
every reason to believe will continue unchanged to the greatest attainable depths . T o this it m a y b e 

* added that the price of labor is moderate , not exceeding $1.25 a day ; fuel, both wood and coal, 
" cheap and_abundant, the region healthful and easily accessible from abroad. W h e n all these things 
" are taken into consideration, it would appear that no other gold mining region offers such induce-
" ments to the introduction of capital and skilled labour, and that these alone are required to make 
" N o v a Scotia one of the great gold producing regions of the wor ld . " 

T h e following s tatement is from the Repor t of the Chief Commissioner of Mines, for the year 
ended the 30th September, 1867 :— 
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F rom this statement it appears that the increase in the total yield of gold over that of the previous 
twelve months is 3,421 ounces, and the average yield per man $96 greater . F r o m the official returns 
for the last six years (ending Sept. 30th, 1867.) based on the gold for which the royalty of 3 per cent, 
has been paid, we find that the yield during that period has been 119,541^ ounces, worth $8,390,081. 

" T h e gold of N o v a Scot ia ," says D r . H u n t , is remarkable for its purity, different assays showing 
" a fineness of from 966 to 9S2 thousandths , so that its value is about $20 the ounce . " 

Coal—Proof of the steady progress of coal-mining in N o v a Scotia will be found in the statement 
contained in the last Year Book of the amount of coal raised each year since 1827, showing an increase 
from 11,491 tons in that year to 684,766 tons in 1866. 

Dur ing the year ending the 30th September, 1867, the coal sold was as follows :— 
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W e subjoin the following report of the progress and prospects of the Intercolonial Coal Mining 
Company, I Montreal and Pictou) kindly sent by G. A. Drummond, Esq. , of Montreal , president . 

T h e Company owns about 4 square miles of the coal field, be tween the Eas t and Wes t rivers, in 
county of Pictou. 

During the past 12 months (up to August , 1868,) two parallel slopes have been sunk to a depth of 
about 800 feet, descending in the seam, which has a thickness of 19 feet 6 inches, and an underlie of 
about 20 degrees. F rom these slopes the bords at right angles are commenced at regular intervals. 
A pair of horizontal coupled winding and pumping engines work at the t o p o f the slopes, and hoist the 
coal in waggons running on the substantial T rails with which each slope is laid. T h e waggons, on 
reaching the surface, empty their contents over screens of iron bars into the railway trucks, which are 
arranged to be ready to convey the coal t o the shipping ground. 

T h e railway built by the company to Picton harbor is about seven miles long, of the same gauge 
as the provincial railway. T h e "waggons and locomotives of the company can, therefore, traverse 
the line to Halifax, and to other parts of the Dominion. I t terminates on a wharf where there is 
a depth of 18 feet water at low tide. 


