
1# Our fieundaries. 

Island of Anticosti and all other islands adjacent to such part, as last aforesaid, of the coast of Labrador 
shall be and the same are hereby re-annexed to make a part of the said Province of Lower Canada," &c 
the eastern limit or boundary of the Province, so as to include the Bay of " Ansa au Sablon." would 
properly lie at the southernmost point of that part of the Coast of La rador, situate between the said 
Bay or Harbor of Anse au Sablon," and the small bay called " St. Clair" lying east of said " Anso au 
bablon, as shewn on the chart, wherefrom a line being drawn due north to the 52nd paraliel of latitude 
all the territory to the west of said line pertains to Canada, whilst all or any islan >s lying west of a line 
drawn due south from the aforesaid southernmost point or eastern limit of the Bav of "Anse au Sa­
blon," being adjacent to such part of the territory of the Province on the coast of Labrador, also of 
right belong to Canada, and form part of the District of Saguenay in Lower Canada 

Referring again to Bayfield's Chart, the easternmost point of the Bay or Harbour of Anse au Sablon 
identical with the southernmost point of that part of the coast of Laorador lying between"Anse an 
Sablon " and the Bay adjoi: ing on the east, appears so clearly defined as to admit of its geographical 
position being set down from the Chart as lying in latitude 61° 25' 5" north, and in longitude west from 
Greenwich 57° 8' 15". Whence a line drawn due south towards the sea will pass 1' 20'' of arc ( qual to 
about 1,700 yards) to the eastward of the easternmost point of " Isle au Bois/' which places that island 
geographically within the jurisdiction of the Province. All which is respectfull r submitted. 

Department of Crown Lands, P. M. VANKOUGHNET, Commissioner of Crown Lands 
Quebec, 29th April, 1864. ANDREW RUSSELL, Assistant Commissioner. 

LAPBAIRIE, 12th March, 1864. 
Sir,—In my report of progress of the date of the 31st August last, and in my general report of last 

year, I had the honor to bring to your knowledge the acts of authority prartised by a Customs Officer 
of the Government of Newfoundland on Canadian Territority, at a place called Anse aux Blancs Sa­
blon", in the Strait of Belle-Isle. 

These acts of authority consisted in the exaction of customs duties on goods that Messrs. Fruing & 
Co., and Messrs. Le Boutillier & Brothers had in their stores, which are situated in a part of l'Anse aux 
Blancs Sablons, which has always been recognized as belonging to Canada, * * * 
which contains valuable cod fishing establishments, and rich fishing grounds. 

# * * * * * * 
Before last year, no officer of Newfoundland had ever attempted to claim any authority beyond a 

line drawn from the Anse aux Blancs Sablons Brook, at the bottom of the said Anse, and extending 
due south to the sea, and as I did not myself pretend to go beyond that said line, no conflict of Juris­
diction was apprehended between . he Officers of Newfoundland and Canada. * * * 

I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, (Signed,) P. FOETIN. 
Honorable William McDougall, Commissioner of Crown Lands, Quebec. 
Report on the exaction of Customs Duties by the Government cf Newfoundland, en Canadian soil. 

DEPARTMENT OF CROWN LANDS, Quebec, 19th March, 1864. 
The Commissioner of Crown Lands has the honor to report the recurrence of acts of jurisdiction 

on the part of officers of the Government of Newfoundland, on that part of the coast of Labrador 
which is within the eastern frontier of Canada, at Blanc Sablon Bay. 

The Imperial Statute, 6 Geo. IV., cap. 59, re-annexed to Canada certain portions of the coast of 
Labrador, and all adjacent islands, formerly within the Province of Newfoundland. That Act 
established the boundary line as drawn due north and south from the Bay of Blanc Sablon (inclusive) 
as far as the 52nd degree of north latitude, including all islands adjacent. In consequence of seizures 
made at Wood Island by the Customs Officer i of Newfoundland, in 1860, a report of facts was made by 
this Department to tbe Law Officers of the Crown, describing the geographical position of the island 
and also the exact line of boundary, as laid down from the terms of the Imperial Statute. The joint 
opinion of the then Attorneys General is, that Wood Island is within the limits of Canada. Acting 
upon that opinion, the Department has instructed its officers to regard as Canadian territory and 
exercise authority over the islands and mainland situated west of the line so drawn. At the bottom of 
Blanc Sablon Bay, close to the frontier, but clearly inside (or westward) of such a line there are 
important fishing establishments owned by Canadians. Last year, an officer of Newfoundland levied 
Customs dues at one of these establishments; and the parties aggrieved apply for redress through this 
Department. 

The undersigned respectfully submits this matter for the consideration of the Governor General in 
Council. (Signed,) WM. McDottOALL, Commissioner. 

Extractfrom P. Fortin's Report of Progress, dated \lth August, 1864. 
"While at Blanc Sablons, I visited, as usual, the estab ishments that have always been considered 

as being on Canadian territory, and I was told at Messrs. LeBontiliier Brothers, and at Messrs. 
Fruing and Co., that the Collectorof Newfoundland bad beenat their establishmei ts and ha 1 exacted 
duties on the goods they had imported tills year in the same way as they had done last year, which 
duties they had been forced to pay so as to avoid the seizure of their goods. I may add thatth ' 
Officers of the Newfoundland Government claim the whole of Blancs Sablons Bay, and the whole of 
l i e a Bois a- aconseque ce : The Western limits of the Government of Newfoundland {on the Labrador 
coast) is latitude,51° 25' north; longitude* bio 09' west. The words in italic are extracted from the 
Governor of Newfoundland's Commission. 

" On the 25th July, I met, at Blancs Sablons, the Government of Newfoundland's armed cutter 
Hawk, with Stephsn Marsh, Esquire, Commissioner of Fisheries, on board. This officer showed me 
how farho had b en instructed to extend his jurisdiction, and it included Blancs Sablons Bay, and the 
whole of lie a Bois or Wood Island, and as my instructions were to the effect that my jurisdiction 
extended over the whole of He a Bois, it naturally follows that there is a conflict of authority for that 
Island and a part of the Anse of Blancs Sablons, and the inhabitants of these parts live in a great state 
ot uneasiness, and business suffers on that account. I t is very much to be hop dthat the Govern­
ments of Canada and Newfoundland will come to an agreement on that matt r, and an actual bo jn-
dary will be placed, so as to defin : precisely, and mark the limitB of the eastern frontier of Canada in 
the Strait of Belle Isle " 

Extract from P. Forlin's Report of Progress, dated 7th August, 1865. 
" The Collector of Customs for Newfoundland, stationed at or near l'Anse aux Blancs Sablons, had 

exacted this year, as well as last year from the establishments of Fruing 4; Co., situated near the head 
of l'Anse aux Blancs Sablons; and of LeBoutillier Brothers, situate near the western side of l'He a 
Bois customs duties to the amount of £48 sterling from the former house, and £40 from the latter 

" This had taken place early in the season, and long before I could arrive at these places to be in a 
DOSition to oppose the pretensions of the Newfoundland official and protect the parties above 
mentioned I will add, for your information on this subject, that the Collector of Newfoundland, in 
support of the claim of his Government to Jurisdiction over tbe contested territory, produces a copy of 
Sir Alexander Bannerman's Commission as Governor of Newfoundland, printed in the Royal Gazette 
of that Colony in which it is stated that the western limit of the Government of Newfoundland (on 
the coast of Labrador) is latitude 51° 25' north, longitude 57° 09' west, and includes Blancs Sablons 
(l'Anse aux Blanc Sablons) and Wood Island (l'He a Bois.) 

" If the said western limit of the Government of Newfoundland does extend to the parallel of 
longitude 57° 09' west, then it would seem by all the hydrographical charts that I have in my 
possession that it would include ' Blanc Sablons' and ' Wood Island.' 


