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19.1 Duration and sessions of Parliaments, 1965-84 

O r d e r of 
Pa r l i amen t 

27>l> 

28'! ' 

Pa r l i amen t 

Pa r l i amen t 

i g " " Pa r l i amen t 

30" ' Pa r l i amen t 

3 I « 

32nd 

3 3 " ! 

Pa r l i amen t 

Pa r l i amen t 

Pa r l i amen t 

Session 

1" 
2nd 

,« 
2nd 
3rd 
4lh 

| S t 

2nd 

1" 
j n d 

3rd 
4th 

,S1 

1" 
2nd 

1« 

J a n . 
M a y 

Sept 
Oc t . 
Oct . 
Feb . 

J a n . 
Feb . 

Sept 
Oc t . 
Oc t . 
Oc t . 

Oct . 

A p r . 
Dec. 

Nov . 

Date of 
open ing 

18, 
8, 

12, 
23 , 

8, 

n, 

4, 
27, 

30, 
12, 
18, 
I I . 

9, 

14, 
7, 

5, 

1966 
1967 

1968 
1969 
1970 
1972 

1973 
1974 

1974 
1976 
1977 
1978 

1979 

1980 
1983 

1984 

Date of 
p r o r o g a t i o n 

M a y 
A p r . 

Oct . 
Oc t . 
F e b . 
Sept . 

Feb . 
M a y 

Oc t . 
Oc t . 
Oc t . 
M a r . 

Dec . 

N o v . 
J u n e 

8, 
23 , 

22, 
7, 

16, 
1, 

26, 
9, 

12, 
17, 
10, 
26, 

14, 

30, 
29, 

1967 
1968 

1969 
1970 
1972 
1972 

1974 
1974 

1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 

1979 

1983 
1984 

Days of 
session 

476^ 
3 5 2 ' 

406* 
350' ' 

497IO 

1 9 8 " 

4 I9I2 
72 

744I3 

3 7 1 ' " 
3 5 8 " 
161"> 

67 

5 9 1 " 
81 

Sitt ing 
days of 

H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s 

250 
155 

197 
155 
244 

91 

206 
50 

343 
175 
151 
98 

49 

304 
116 

Date of e lect o n . 
wri ts r e tu rnab le , 
d issolut ion , and 

length of P a r l i a m e n t ' ' ^ 

Nov 
Dec 

A p r . 

J une 
July 

Sept 

Oc t . 
N o v . 

May 

July 
July 
M a r . 

M a y 
J u n e 
Dec. 

Feb . 
Mar . 

July 

Sept 
Sept . 

8 
9 

23 

25 , 
25 , 

1, 

1965 ' 
1965* 
1968 ' 
867 d 

1968^ 
1968" 
1972 ' 

1,500 d 

30 
20, 

9, 

8 
31 
26 

1 

22, 
11, 
14, 

18, 
10, 
9, 

1972 ' 
1972" 
1974' 
536 d 

1974' 
1974" 
1979 ' 

,700 d 

1979 ' 
1979" 
1979 ' 
187 d 

1980' 
1980" 
1984' 

1,483 d 

4, 
24, 

1984' 
1984" 

'The ordinary legal limit of duration for each Parliament is five years. 
^Duration of Parliament in days. The life of a Parliament is counted from the date of return of election writs to the date of dissolu­
tion, both days inclusive (BNA Act, Sect. 50). 

^Date of general election. 
'^Writs returnable. 
^Dissolution of Parliament. 
^Includes Easter adjournment from Apr. 6, 1966 to Apr. 19, 1966; two summer adjournments from July 14, 1966 to Aug. 29, 1966 
and Sept. 9, 1966 to Oct. 5, 1966; Christmas adjournment from Dec. 21,1966 to Jan. 9, 1967; and Easter adjournment from Mar. 22, 1967 
to Apr. 3, 1967. 

^Includes summer adjournment from July 7, 1967 to Sept. 25, 1967; Christmas adjournment from Dec. 21, 1967 to Jan. 22, 1968; 
and Easter (Liberal Convention) Mar. 28, 1968 to Apr. 23, 1968. 

^Includes Christmas adjournment from Dec. 20, 1968 to Jan. 14, 1969; Easter adjournment from Apr. 2, 1969 to Apr. 14, 1969; and 
summer adjournment from July 25, 1969 to Oct. 22, 1969. 

^Includes Christmas adjournment from Dec. 19, 1969 to Jan. 12, 1970; Easter adjournment from Mar. 25, 1970 to Apr. 6, 1970; and 
summer adjournment from June 26, 1970 to Oct. 5, 1970. 

'"Includes Christmas adjournment from Dec. 18, 1970 to Jan. 11, 1971; Easter adjournment from Apr. 7, 1971 to Apr. 19, 1971; sum­
mer adjournment from June 30, 1971 to Sept. 7, 1971; Christmas adjournments from Dec. 23, I97I to Dec. 28, 1971 and Dec. 31, 1971 
to Jan. 12, 1972. 

"Includes Easter adjournment from Mar. 29, 1972 to Apr. 13, 1972; and summer adjournment from July 7, 1972 to Aug. 31, 1971. 
'^Includes Easter adjournment from Apr. 19, 1973 to May 6, 1973; summer adjournments from July 27, 1973 to Aug. 30, 1973 and 

Sept. 21, 1973 to Oct. 15, 1973; Christmas adjournments from Dec. 22, 1973 to Jan. 2, 1974 and Jan. 14, 1974 to Feb. 26, 1974. 
'^Includes Christmas adjournment from Dec. 20, 1974 to Jan. 22, 1975; Easter adjournment from Mar. 27, 1975 to Apr. 7, 1975; summer 

adjournment from July 31, 1975 to Oct. 13, 1975; Christmas adjournment from Dec. 20, 1975 to Jan. 26, 1976; Easter adjournment 
from Apr. 14, 1976 to Apr. 26, 1976; and summer adjournment from July 16, 1976 to Oct. 12, 1976. 

''^Includes Christmas adjournment from Dec. 22, 1976 to Jan. 24, 1977; Easter adjournment from Apr. 6, 1977 to Apr. 18, 1977; sum­
mer adjournments from July 25, 1977 to Aug. 4, 1977; Aug. 5, 1977 to Aug. 9, 1977 and Aug. 9, 1977 to Oct. 17, 1977. 

'^Includes Christmas adjournment from Dec. 20, 1977 to Jan. 23, 1978; Easter adjournment from Mar. 22, 1978 to Apr. 3, 1978; and 
summer adjournment from June 30, 1978 to Oct. 10, 1978. 

'^Includes Christmas adjournment from Dec. 22, 1978 to Jan. 23, 1979. 
'^Includes summer adjournment from July 22, 1980 to Oct. 6, 1980; Christmas adjournment from Dec. 19, 1980 to Jan. 12, 1981;Easter 

adjournment from Apr. 15, 1981 to Apr. 21, 1981 and Apr. 23, 1981 to May 21, 1981; summer adjournment from July 17, I98I to Oct. 14, 
1981; Christmas adjournment from Dec. 18, 1981 to Jan. 25, 1982. 


