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The interpretation of the symbols used in the tables throughout the Year Book 
will be found on p. viii of this volume. 

Section 1.—Federal Government in Relation to Agriculture* 
The federal Department of Agriculture dates from Confederation. I t was established 

in 1867 as an outgrowth of a Bureau of Agriculture set up in 1852 by an Act of the Legis
lature of the Province of Canada. The Department derives its authority from the British 
North America Act, 1867, which states in part that "in each province, the legislature may 
make laws in relation to agriculture in the province" and that "the Parliament of Canada 
may from time to time make laws in relation to agriculture in all or any of the provinces; 
and any law of the legislature of a province relative to agriculture, shall have effect in 
and for the province as long and as far as it is not repugnant to any Act of the Parliament 
of Canada". 

A Department of Agriculture with a Minister of Agriculture at its head was accord
ingly established as part of the Government of Canada. Departments of Agriculture 
headed by provincial Ministers of Agriculture were also set up by the provincial govern
ments, except in the Province of Newfoundland where agricultural affairs are dealt with 
by the Agricultural Division of the Department of Mines, Agriculture and Resources. The 
agricultural affairs of the Yukon and Northwest Territories are administered for the 
Federal Government by the Territorial Division, Northern Administration Branch, Depart
ment of Northern Affairs and National Resources. 

Subsection 1.—Services of the Canada Department of Agriculture 

The activities of the Canada Department of Agriculture fall into three broad groups: 
research, promotional and regulatory services, and assistance programs. Research work 
is aimed at the solution of practical farm problems through the application of fundamental 

* Prepared (July 1965) under the direction of S.C. Barry, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Ottawa. 
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