6 PHYSIOGRAPHY AND RELATED SCIENCES

PART II.—GEOGRAPHY*

Canada occupies the northern half of the North American Continent with the exception
of Alaska and Greenland, extending in longitude from Cape Spear, Newfoundland, at
52° 37" W, to Mount St. Elias, Yukon Territory, at 141° W, a distance of 88° 23’. In
latitude it stretches from Middle Island in Lake Erie, at 41° 41’ N, to the North Pole. The
northernmost point of land is Cape Columbia on Ellesmere Island, at 83° 07’ N. Canada
is thus a western and a northern country, a fact of increasing strategic significance.

In shape, Canada resembles a distorted parallelogram with its four corners making
important salients. In the north the salient formed by the Arctic Archipelago, which
penetrates deep into the Arctic basin, guards the northern approaches to the Continent
from Europe and Asia and makes Canada neighbour to the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. In the south the salient of peninsular Ontario thrusts far into the heart of the
United States. In the east the salient of Labrador and the Island of Newfoundland
commands the shortest crossings of the North Atlantic Ocean and links Canada geographi-
cally with Britain and France. In the west the broad arc of land between Vancouver in
southern British Columbia and Whitehorse in Yukon Territory provides the shortest
crossings of the North Pacific Ocean between continental North America and the Far East.
Canada thus lies at the crossroads of contact with the principal powers and some of the
most populous areas of the world.

1.—Approximate Land and Freshwater Areas, by Province or Territory

Note.—A classification of 1and areas as agricultural, forested, etc., is given at p. 24.

Percentage
Province or Territory Land Freshwater Total of
Total Area
8q. miles | 8q. miles | sq. miles

Newfoundland..........oooiniiiiiiiiiii i 143,045 13,140 156,185 4.1
Island of Newfoundland..................cooiiiiiinin 41,164 2,195 48,859 1.1
Labrador............. s s 101,881 10,945 112,826 3.0
Prince Edward Island : 184 —_ 2,184 0.1
Nova Scotia. . . 20,402 1,023 21,425 0.6
New Brunswick 27,835 519 28,354 0.7
Quebec. ....... e 523,860 71,000 594, 860 15.4
OnbaArIO . sowms s s v ou F NP AR —— 344,002 68,490 412,582 10.7
MAanitobaiore mm o men o Soums S D DR 5 BN 05 DU S 211,775 29,225 251,000 6.5
Saskatchewan... ... i e 220,182 31,518 251,700 6.5
7.8 1T o - . 248, 800 6,485 255,285 6.6
British Columbia....... 359,279 6,976 366,255 9.5
Yukon Territory...... 205,346 1,730 207,076 5.4
Northwest Territories 1,253,438 51,465 | 1,304,903 33.9
Franklin.......... it 641,758 7,600 649,258 14.8
Keewatin. ..ot e 218, 460 9,700 228,160 5.9
Mackenzie. .. ..veiririi it e 483,225 84,2656 627,490 13.7
CaANAAN,: 1 wopmmne suvpy spargs spowssess o v @ v e s 3,560,238 291,571 | 3,851,809 100.0

In size, Canada is the largest country in the Western Hemisphere and the second
largest country in the world. Its area of 3,851,809 sq. miles may be compared with that
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 8,649,821 sq. miles,f the United States of
America (including Alaska and Hawaii), 3,615,213 sq. miles,} and Brazil, 3,287,204 sq.
miles.t It is more than forty times the size of Britain and eighteen times that of France.
The immense size of the country, while encompassing many resources and seeming to
afford much scope for settlement, imposes its own burdens and limitations, particularly
because much of the land is mountainous and rocky or is under an arctic climate. The
developed portion is probably not more than one-third of the total; the occupied farm
land is less than 8 p.c. and the currently accessible productive forested land 19 p.c. of the

* Revised or prepared by the Geographical Branch, Department of Mines and Technical Surveys, Ottawa.
t United Nations Statistical Yearbook, 1960.



