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NOTE.—The interpretation of the symbols used in the tables throughout the Year Booh will be found facing 
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Agriculture is one of Canada's leading primary industries and is of particular impor
tance to the economy of the country. Special articles that have appeared in previous 
Year Books dealing with the historical development of agriculture and with significant 
features of that progress are listed in Chapter XXVII under the heading "Special Material 
Published in Former Editions of the Year Book". 

Section 1.—Federal Government in Relation to Agriculture* 

The federal Department of Agriculture dates from Confederation. It was established 
in 1867 as an outgrowth of a Bureau of Agriculture set up in 1852 by an Act of the Legis
lature of the Province of Canada. The Department derives its authority from the British 
North America Act, 1867, which states in part that "in each province, the legislature may 
make laws in relation to agriculture in the province" and that "the Parliament of Canada 
may from time to time make laws in relation to agriculture in all or any of the provinces; 
and any law of the legislature of a province relative to agriculture, shall have effect in 
and for the province as long and as far as it is not repugnant to any Act of the Parliament 
of Canada" 

A Department of Agriculture with a Minister of Agriculture at its head was accordingly 
established as part of the Government of Canada. Departments of Agriculture headed 
by provincial Ministers of Agriculture were also set up by the provincial governments, 
except in the Province of Newfoundland where agricultural affairs are dealt with by the 
Agricultural Division of the Department of Mines and Resources. The agricultural 
affairs of the Yukon and Northwest Territories are administered for the Federal Govern
ment by the Territorial Division, Northern Administration and Lands Branch, Department 
of Northern Affairs and National Resources. 

* Prepared under the direction of Dr. J. G. Taggart, C.B.E., Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Ottawa. 
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