
718 TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

In addition to the requirements of these Acts and Regulations, all radio-com
munication matters are administered in accordance with the provisions of the 
International Telecommunication Convention and Radio Regulations annexed 
thereto, as well as such Regional Agreements as the Inter-American Telecommunica
tions Convention and Inter-American Agreement, and the North American Regional 
Broadcasting Agreement. 

By Order in Council P.C. 2526, dated June 8, 1948, responsibility for telegraph 
and telephone services formerly operated by the Federal Department of Public 
Works was transferred to the Minister of Transport. The general object of these 
services is to furnish wire communications for outlying and sparsely settled districts 
where commercial companies do not enter into the field and where the population 
must receive adequate communication services in the public interest. 

A Crown Company, Canadian Overseas Telecommunications Corporation, 
was created by Act of Parliament (Dec. 10, 1949) to acquire for public operation 
all external telecommunication assets in Canada, in keeping with the Common
wealth Telegraph Agreement, signed May 11, 1948. This Agreement was designed 
to bring about the consolidation and strengthening of the radio and cable communi
cation systems of the Commonwealth. 

Landline telegraph and telephone tariffs and tolls, charged by companies 
incorporated by the Federal Government, are regulated by the Board of Transport 
Commissioners under the provisions of the Railway Act. 

Tariffs and tolls charged to the public by individuals or companies, for radio 
telephone or telegraph communications within Canada, are likewise regulated by 
the Board of Transport Commissioners, under the provisions of the Railway Act, 
and the Regulations made under the Radio Act, 1938. 

As of July 1, 1950, the name of the Radio Division of the Department of 
Transport is changed to Telecommunications Division. 

PART II.—RAILWAYS* 

The treatment of rail transportation is divided into three Sections dealing, 
respectively, with steam railways, electric railways and express companies. 

Section 1.—Steam Railways 

The steam railway is the most important transportation agency from the 
standpoint of investment and of traffic handled and the statistical field is more 
completely covered for this form of transportation than for any other. 

Historical.—A brief historical sketch of the development of steam railways in 
Canada is given at pp. 635-638 of the 1940 Year Book. Other details are given 
at pp. 616-623 of the 1922-23 Year Book, at pp. 601-603 of the 1926 Year Book and 
at pp. 694-698 of the 1934-35 Year Book. An article at pp. 648-651 of the 1945 
edition deals with the wartime role of the steam railways of Canada. 

* Revised in the Public Finance and Transportation Division, Dominion Bureau of Statistics. More 
detailed information is given in the annual reports of the Division. Certain of the financial statistics are 
compiled in co-operation with the Department of Transport. 


