CHAPTER XIX.—LABOUR AND WAGES.*

PART I.—LABOUR.

Section 1.—Occupations of the Wage-Earning Population.

At the census, the total population in gainful occupations is recorded. In
Section 15 of Chapter IV, pp. 128-146, the total gainfully occupied in 1931 are dealt
with rather extensively under the heading “Occupations of the Canadian People”,
This Section is limited to the treatment of occupations of wage-earners. The gain-
fully occupied population is composed of four classes of persons: (1) employers,
(2) own accounts, (3) wage-earners, (4) unpaid family workers. The third class, i.e.,
the wage-earners, comprises that portion of the gainfully occupied which in the
course of its employment receives either wage or salary payment. In Canada the
wage-earners numbered 2,570,097 at the 1931 Census, representing 65-44 p.c. of
the total population in gainful occupations. The number of male wage-earners was
2,022,260 or 78:68 p.c. of the total of both sexes combined, and the number of
female wage-earners was 547,837 or 21:32 p.e. of the total. Classifications of
occupations by status are given at pp. 143-144.

Table 1 shows the numerical and percentage distribution of the wage-earners
by provinces in 1931, ’

1.—Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Wage-Earners, by Provinees, 1931.

Numbers. Percentages,
Province.
Total. Male. Female. | Total. Male. | Female.

Prince Edward Island,.............. 12,344 9,159 3,185 0-48 0-45 0-58
MovaBeotia.....rvivriinancnirsanae 117,781 95,244 22,537 4-58 4.71 4-11
New Brunswick.........ccccoviunenns 84,232 66,310 17,922 328 3.28 3:27
AR . 606,339 203 161, 136 27-09 26-47 2941
tario... 607 752,851 | 212,756 3757 87-23 38-84
Manitoba. .. 170,739 2, 85 .64 §-57 6-91
Saskatchewan i 116,157 29,411 5-66 574 537
Alberta_,........ iy 142,421 116,005 26,416 5+54 574 482
British Columbia.............covvet 235,066 198,448 36,618 g9-15 9-81 6-68
Canada.......cooovvvvnnnns 2,570,097 | 2,002,260 | 547,887 10060 10000 100-00

It will be seen that almost two-thirds of the wage-earners were found in Ontario
and Quebec at the last census, a little less than one-fifth in the Prairie Provinces,
and somewhat less than one-tenth in British Columbia and the Maritimes.

In Table 2 the numbers and percentages of the wage-earners in the main in-
dustrial groups are given for Canada, while in Table 3 the distribution is according
to broad occupational groupings. The differences between these industrial and
occupational classifications, which are explained in the headnote to Table 28 on p.
132, and also in the material on “occupations by industry’” appearing on pp. 145-146,
should be carefully noted.

* The sections and subsections of this chapter, with the exceptions of Sections 1, 3, 7 and 9, Subseciions
3 and 5, and Seetion 10, all of Part I, and Section 4 of Part I, have been revised by, or under the direction
of, W. M. Dickson, Deputy Minister, Department of Labour, Ottawa. The information in Section 3, Part I,
has been obtained through the courtesy of the Provincial Departments of Labour or Bureaus of Labour,
and that in Seetion 7, Part I, has been revised by the chairmen of the respective provincial Workmen's
Compensation Boards. Section 10 has been revised under the direction of Dr. W, C. Clark, Deputy Minis-
tt:rﬁDep@rtment of Finance, Ottawa, The remaining Sections have been prepared in the Dominion Buresu
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